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Verkhovna Rada 
ratifies CUFTA 


Ambassador Shevchenko outlines the next steps 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukraine’s parliament, the Verk- 
hoyna Rada, ratified the Canada- 
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
with 272 deputies voting in favour 
on March 14. 

Speaking with Ukrinform the 
following day, Ukraine’s Ambassa- 
dor to Canada, Andriy Shevchenko 
outlined where the Embassy plans 
to go from here. 

“Yesterday’s decision means for 
us the transition to the practical 
implementation of the Free Trade 
Agreement and the launch of actiy- 
ity in several major sectors,” Shev- 
chenko said, identifying these. 

“The first large area is trade mis- 
sions and establishing contacts 
between the concerned businesses 
from Ukraine and Canada. The 
second direction is public purchas- 
es, and the third one is privatiza- 
tion,” the Ambassador said. 

Shevchenko singled out the 
Information Technology sector, 
pharmaceuticals, aerospace and 
agriculture industries, especially 
processing of food products, as the 
most promising areas of the Can- 
adian-Ukrainian cooperation. 

In Canada, the agreement unani- 
mously passed Third Reading in 
the House of Commons on Febru- 
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ary 14, at which point it went to the 
Senate which, on March 7, passed 
Second Reading and referred it to 
the Standing Senate Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade, where it currently stands. 

From the committee stage, it 
goes back to the Senate as a whole 
for Third Reading. Once that is 
passed, the bill goes to the Govern- 
or-General for Royal Assent and 
becomes law. 

“The agreement will be im- 
portant for both Canada and the 
Ukrainian business sectors. For 
Canadian businesses, some 86 per 
cent of duties on Canadian exports 
to Ukraine will be eliminated. It 
is anticipated that Canadian ex- 
ports will see gains in various key 
sectors, including pork products, 
machinery and equipment, mo- 
tor vehicles and other transport 
equipment, as well as in relation to 
chemical products,” said Sen. Leo 
Housakos (Conservative, Quebec), 
the only speaker that day. 

Several MPs spoke prior to the 
ratification in the House. 

“A lot of these free trade agree- 
ments only look at the big corpor- 
ate entities. They are already in the 
European Union. However, small 
and medium-size Canadian busi- 
nesses would now have an oppor- 
tunity to invest in Ukraine, where 
capital costs are significantly lower 
than they would be in a place like 
Germany. Also, manufacturing 
costs are a lot lower. Therefore, 
there is an opportunity for small and 
medium-sized businesses to invest 
in Ukraine as a gateway into Europe, 
and, vice versa, small and medium- 
sized Ukrainian businesses to invest 
in Canada and the North Amer- 
ican market,” said Liberal Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre). 

“One of the key provisions I sup- 
port, and that I know many busi- 
nesses will as well, is the elimina- 
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Ministers Freeland and Sajjan make the announcement in Parliament 


Operation Unifier officially renewed 


(UkrNews)—As predicted in the 
previous issue of Ukrainian News, 
Canada has renewed Operation 
Unifier under which Canadian 
Armed Forces personnel help train 
Ukrainian soldiers fighting pro- 
Russian terrorists in the Donbas. 

Foreign Minister Chrystia Free- 
land and Defence Minister Harjit S. 
Sajjan made the official announce- 
ment in Ottawa, March 6. 

Since September 2015, more 
than 3200 Ukrainian soldiers have 
been trained by the Canadian 
Armed Forces (CAF). Operation 
Unifier will see the continued de- 
ployment of approximately 200 
CAF personnel to Ukraine. 

“The Government of Canada 
is committed to Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian people as they work to 
build a more secure, stable and pros- 
perous country, and Canada con- 
tinues to be at the forefront of the 
international community’s response 
to Russian aggression in Ukraine. I 
am proud of the talented and dedi- 
cated women and men of the Can- 
adian Armed Forces who contribute 


to a more stable world as we dem- 
onstrate our reliability as a partner 
to our allies and our commitment to 
European security,” said Sajjan. 
“Canada is unwavering in its 
support to Ukraine, both in helping 
to preserve and protect Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, and in providing as- 
sistance to Ukraine to implement 
key reforms. Operation Unifier 
represents a critical piece of our 
multifaceted support to Ukraine. 
It supports the professional de- 
velopment of the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces, who are essential for deter- 
ring aggression and creating a safe 
space for the sustainable social and 
economic development that the 


people of Ukraine want and de-. 


serve,” added Freeland. 

UCC National President Paul 
Grod had the opportunity to speak 
with Minister Sajjan and Minister 
Freeland ahead of the announce- 
ment. 

“The renewal of Operation Uni- 
fier demonstrates Canada’s un- 
equivocal commitment to assisting 
Ukraine as Ukraine defends its 
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sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence from brutal Rus- 
sian aggression,” stated Grod. 

“This training mission is an im- 
portant part of the overall strategy 
of Uksaine’s defence reforms and 
will help Ukzaine’s military reduce 
battlefield casualties. Today’s an- 
nouncement reaffirms that Ukraine 
has no closer friend and no more 
teliable partner than Canada. We 
encourage Canada and Ukraine to 
move expeditiously towards sign- 
ing a Defence Cooperation Agree- 
ment and include Ukraine in Can- 
ada’s Automatic Firearms Country 
Control List.” 

Operation Unifier focuses on 
several training activities, includ- 
ing: small team training; explosive 
ordnance disposal; military poli- 
cing; medical training; and logis- 
tics system modernization 

The Government of Canada 
stated that “The Canadian Armed 
Forces will also be transitioning 
over time to support strategic in- 
stitutional reform of Ukraine’s de- 
fence establishment.” 
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Canadian soldier training Ukrainian soldiers 


Correction 


In the previous list of donors to the Press Fund of 
Ukrainian News (published in the Feb. 2 — Feb. 15 issue 
of Ukrainian News, we listed the donation of Cecila S. 
Cherry of Toronto in memory of her late mother Anna 
Kordylo. The correct surname is Korbylo. We apolgize 
for this error and any inconvenience it may have caused. 
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У Конгресі США розглядатимуть 


проукраїнське 


законодавство 


STAND for Ukraine 


(Голос Америки) -На розгляд Палати 
представників Конгресу США внесено 
законопроект «Про підтримку стабільності i 


демократії в Україні», або STAND for Ukraine. 
У попередньому скликанні Конгресу подібний 
законопроект не встигли проголосувати, тому з 
нового року процес починається з початку. 

Які шанси, що цього разу американські 
законодавці в обох палатах Конгресу СПІДА 
підтримають документ, який узаконить санкції 
проти Росії та невизнання анексії Криму? 

У той час, поки Білий дім відбивається від 
звинувачень у контактах з російськими офіційними 
особами, на Капітолійському пагорбі роблять 
кроки для того, щоб ускладнити зміну політики 
нової адміністрації стосовно Росії через її дії в 
Україні. 

Законопроект STAND for Ukraine забороняє 
визнання Сполученими Штатами анексії Криму 
Росією, включно з друком мап, на яких півострів 
позначається російським. Саме цей підхід - так звана 
Доктрина Стімсона - застосовувався до Балтійських 
республік за часів Радянського Союзу, пояснює 
колишній посол США при НАТО Курт Волкер. 

«Ми ніколи їх не визнали радянськими. I в 
1990-91 роках з'ясувалося, наскільки це важливо. 
Ми стояли разом з цими поневоленими націями 
протягом того періоду часу, дали їм розуміння 
їхнього майбутнього, яке вони змогли досягти в 
1991-му році», - зазначив Курт Волкер. 

Також законопроект «Про підтримку 
стабільності і демократії в Україні» надає статус 
закону санкціям, запровадженим президентським 
указом через дестабілізацію ситуації в Україні 
та спробу анексії Криму. Він надає президенту 
повноваження запроваджувати нові санкції 
проти причетних до порушення прав людини на 
територіях, окупованих чи контрольованих Росією, 
та вимагає від президента США впливати на НАТО 
з тим, щоб жодна країна альянсу не передавала 
предмети оборонного характеру чи послуги Росії 
до тих пір, поки вона утримує частину території 
України. 

Законопроект, зареєстрований у квітні минулого 
року, мав двопартійну підтримку. 19 республіканців 
та 18 демократів поставили під ним свої підписи. 
Нинішній директор ЦРУ Майк Помпео, тоді - 
Конгресмен-республіканець -- один з них. 

У вересні минулого року законопроект був 
проголосований в Палаті представників. Якщо б 
він тоді був підтриманий і в Сенаті та підписаний 
тодішнім президентом bapakom Обамою, це 
практично б унеможливило визнання Криму 
російським та скасування частини російських 
санкцій новою адміністрацією. Але цього не 
сталося. Сенат не встиг до різдвяних канікул 
винести його на голосування, Проти законопроекту 
лобіював нафтовий гігант ExxonMobil, колишній 
голова якого Рекс Тіллерсон сьогодні очолює 
Державний департамент США, говорить сенатор 
Роберт Менендес. 


«Вони лобіювали проти законодавства, яке ми 
підготували, STAND for Ukraine, через питання 
санкцій», - каже сенатор. 

Під час слухань для затвердження на посаду 
державного секретаря Рекс Тіллерсон сказав, що 
йому не відомо, щоб ExxonMobil лобіював за 
скасування російських санкцій. 

Коли починається нова сесія Конгресу, усі 
законопроекти, які не набули статусу закону, 
скасовуються. У січні цього року в Палаті 
представників цей законопроект зареєстрували 
знову, вже під іншим номером. 

Демократ Брендан Бойл із Пенсильванії - один 
із співспонсорів законопроекту. Говорить, що 
він надзвичайно важливий, щоб впливати на 
адміністрацію США. 

«У нас раніше була адміністрація Обами, яка 
погоджувалася з нами в принципі, але інколи не 
хотіла діяти, коли йшлося про зброю, бо не хотіла 
підігрівати ескалацію. А зараз у нас адміністрація, 
яка, здається, навіть в принципі з нами не 
погоджується, і робить усе, щоб виправдати 
російську поведінку. Важко повірити, що вперше 
після Другої світової війни, адміністрація, 
виглядає, стає на бік російської агресії, ане набік 
наших союзників в Європі», - зауважує Брендан 
Бойл. 

За цієї сесії Конгресу, законопроект вже має 
дещо менше співспонсорів і демократи серед них 
переважають республіканців. Але двопартійна 
підтримка цього законопроекту та взагалі України 
залишається, переконує новообраний конгресмен- 
республіканець Браян Фіцпатрик. 

«Двопартійна коаліція існує. Група підтримки 
України в Конгресі - я є її співголовою - надіслала 
лист президенту щодо санкцій, підтримала 
резолюцію і законопроект в справі стабільності 


i демократії в Україні», - стверджує конгресмен- 
республіканець. 
Українські дипломати 0 також просувають 


проукраїнське законодавство в Конгресі. Саме 
про важливість невизнання Криму російським 
та допомогу Україні український посол Валерій 
Чалий говорив з республіканським сенатором, 
а нині міністром юстиції Джеффом Сешнсом. 
Зустріч відбулася за день до фатальної зустрічі 
Сешнса з російським послом Сергієм Кисляком. 

«Я дійсно зустрічався з сенатором Сешнсом 
в Конгресі, як і з багатьма сенаторами, тому що 
підтримка Сенату 1Конгресу (Палати представників 
- ред.) дуже важлива для України. Тому і теми 
були відповідні. Це питання спроби анексії 
Криму, ситуація в Криму, взагалі виникнення 
цього конфлікту. І більш, може, глибока історія, 
що Крим не був подарунком Україні, Крим - 
відповідальність, і скільки Україна вклала коштів 
в розвиток цього регіону нашої країни. І друга 
тема - це робота Сенату щодо програми допомоги 
Україні. Це традиційний набір ключових питань, 
які я піднімаю зі всіма сенаторами», - зазначив 
Чалий. 


Парламент Португалії ухвалив резолюцію, 
де Голодомор визнаний геноцидом 


(Радіо Свобода) Парламент Португалії ухвалив 
резолюцію, в якій Голодомор 1932-33 років в 
Україні визнаний як геноцид, 

Як мовиться в резолюції, проект якої подала 
опозиційна Соціал-демократична партія, 
парламент ухвалив «висловити солідарність 
із українським народом і визнати геноцид, що 
призвів до загибелі близько семи мільйонів (так 
у тексті - ред.) українців у 1932 і 1933 роках в 
Україні, i засудити всі форми тоталітаризму 1 всі 
різновиди порушень і злочинів проти людяності — 
такі, як ті, що відбулися в 1930-і роки в Україні». У 
резолюції мовиться, що Великий голод (Голодомор) 
був викликаний сталінським тоталітарним 
комуністичним режимом. 

Владна Соціалістична партія подала інший проект 
резолюції пам'яті жертв Великого голоду в Україні, в 
якій слова «Голодомор» немає; натомість там ідеться 
про те, що Голодомор став «наслідком аграрної 
політики щодо селян, трагічним і жахливим наслідком 
якої стала втрата мільйонів життів від голоду». 
Парламент Португалії ухвалив і цю резолюцію. В 
ній ідеться про те, що парламент вшановує пам'ять 


жертв Великого голоду (Голодомору), що стався в 
Україні в 1932-33 роках, і також вшановує й тих, хто 
вижив, і їхні родини, «щоб забезпечити збереження 
живої пам'яті про скоєне і зберегти пам'ять про тих, 
хто втратив життя». 

У грудні 2016 року Верховна Рада України 
звернулася до держав світу з закликом визнати 
Голодомор 1932-1933 років в Україні злочином 
геноциду українського народу. Ізтакими закликами 
звертався i президент України Петро Порошенко 
в перебігу його зустрічей під час закордонних 
візитів із головами парламентів інших країн. 

У листопаді 2006 року Верховна Рада України 
визнала Голодомор 1932-1933 років геноцидом 
українського народу. 

За деякими повідомленнями, дотепер 24 країни 
світу визнали Голодомор в Україні геноцидом. 

Україна 3 посиланням Ha дані  науково- 
демографічної експертизи стверджує, що загальна 
кількість людських втрат від Голодомору 1932- 
33 років становить З мільйони 941 тисячу осіб, 
а втрати українців у частині ненароджених 
становлять 6 мільйонів 122 тисячі. 
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Canadian and American Counter - Improvised Explosive Device instructors teaching Ukrainian soldiers at the 
International Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi, Ukraine. 


Ukrainian military reform project to benefit 
from Canada’s continued commitment 


By Juris Graney, Edmonton Journal, March 10, 2017 
There was little in the way of an overarching stra- 
tegic architecture for comprehensive military reform 
when Canadian soldiers began their training mission 
Operation Unifier in Ukraine two years ago. 

At the time, it was a visceral response to Russian ag- 
gression in the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
and the fight between Moscow-backed separatists and 
Ukrainian forces. 

A small-team training mission led by about 200 
Edmonton-based 3rd Canadian Division soldiers was 
deployed in a boots-up operation to aid an under- 
manned, under-resourced, largely conscript infantry 
thrust into an anti-terrorist conflict they were not ad- 
equately prepared to fight. 

Ukraine’s military complex had fallen into disrepair 
since independence in 1991. Defence spending had 
shrunk to record lows, corruption in procurement was 
rife, troop numbers had dwindled to 160,000 in 2014 
from a peak of 700,000, and its military hardware was 
antiquated. 

Fast forward to 2017 and enlisted numbers have 
climbed to 250,000; defence spending, at 5.2 per cent 
of GDP or around $5 billion US, is at a record high; 
and the largest full-scale reform of the defence force 
in the country’s history is underway. 

The strategic architecture absent in the beginning is 
now in place. 

A two-year extension to the training mission an- 
nounced March 6 by the Trudeau government will 
now allow Canada’s troop trainers to evolve their ap- 
proach from boots-up to brass-down, says Jill Sinclair, 
Ottawa’s appointee to Ukraine’s Defence Reform Ad- 
visory Board (DRAB). 

After training, more than 3,200 Ukrainian soldiers, 
mainly at the International Peacekeeping and Security 
Centre in Starychi in the west of the country, Canada’s 
focus will in time turn to the upper echelon of the de- 
fence force to ensure changes in tactics, strategies and 
ethos are solidified in military culture. 

“We recognize we need to do some top-down stuff, 
too,” Sinclair says. 

“You can train your infantry fabulously, but if you 
haven't got the next level up the chain of command 
trained or sensitized to doing things in a different way, 
that training is going to be good, but it’s only going to 

have a limited effect.” 


DRAB, a four-person panel established last year 
at the behest of the Ukrainian government, is shep- 
herding the modernization process of Ukraine’s mil- 
itary based on a strategic defence bulletin that pro- 
vides a comprehensive road map to reform using 
Ukraine-NATO “partnership goals.” 

The bulletin lays out dozens of “very ambitious tar- 
gets” for the professionalization of the military, from 
ethos to logistics to defence planning and budget, Sin- 
clair says. 

Key to the process is a 40-strong collective of “civil 
society” volunteer experts in the Reform Project Of- 
fice, a group helping drive transition while cham- 
pioning the will of Euromaidan Revolution protesters 
for open and transparent governance and accountabil- 
ity to the people. 

The ultimate aim is to ensure democratic civil- 
ian oversight of the armed forces is entrenched in 
Ukraine’s legislative framework “to make sure that 
these changes are irreversible.” 

With backgrounds in everything from political sci- 
ence to project management, the group offers guid- 
ance and expertise in everything from procurement 
to uniform and food supply, logistics automation and 
military housing. 

“T think Ukraine is almost unique in this area,” Sin- 
clair says of the Reform Project Office. 

“It’s an almost non-governmental team embedded 
in the ministry and they have their finger on the pulse 
of everything and it shows how serious Ukraine is for 
reform.” 

Rather than looking at the ongoing conflict and the 
constant and repeated violations of ceasefires as a dis- 
traction, those involved in the reform project are look- 
ing at it as inspiration to get it done quickly and get it 
done right, Sinclair says. 

“There’s probably no better time to undertake re- 
forms than when you are in a fight because you are 
learning lessons very quickly, you are learning what 
works and doesn’t work,” she says. 

“One of the big challenges about doing reform in 
a fight is that you cannot afford to make mistakes be- 
cause you lose lives, you lose territory and you put 
things in danger. It doesn’t become an impediment, it 
just sharpens the mind on what needs to be done. 

“Tt makes the need to do it right the first time more 
acute.” 


CUFTA now in Senate Committee stage 


Cont. from P. 1 


tion of tariffs on 86% of Canadian exports, with the 
balance of tariff concessions to be implemented over a 
period of up to seven years. This includes the elimina- 
tion by Ukraine of tariffs on all Canadian exports of 
industrial products, fish, and seafood and the elimina- 
tion of the vast majority of Ukraine’s agricultural tar- 
iffs. Key products benefiting from either immediate or 
eventual duty-free access include beef, certain pulses, 
grains, canola oil, processed food, animal feed, frozen 
fish, caviar, certain articles of iron and steel, industrial 
machinery, articles of plastics, and cosmetics. This is 
certainly going to provide a lot of opportunity for Can- 


adian agricultural producers,” said Michelle Rempel 
(Calgary Nose Hill, CPC). 

“New Democrats support deepening trade relation- 
ships with Ukraine, particularly as it reaches out to the 
west while trying to deal with ongoing tensions and 
problems in Russia. We very much support this agree- 
ment, and we have, of course, for many years supported 
improvement of Canada—Ukraine relations. We support 
this particular agreement because of the lower tariffs on 
Canadian exports, but it will also do a lot more,” said 
Wayne Stetski (Kootenay—Columbia, NDP). 

The agreement on creation of the free trade area 
between Ukraine and Canada was signed on July 11, 
2016 in Kyiv. 


PHOTO — JOINT TASK FORCE - UKRAINE 
Colonel Michael Blackburn, Reviewing Officer for the Transfer of 
Command Authority parade, poses for a group photo with the incoming 
(left) and outgoing (right) Joint Task Force - Ukraine command teams 
at the International Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi, 
Ukraine, on March 7, 2017. 


Change of Command for 
Operation Unifier in Ukraine 


(JTF-U)—The new commander of Joint Task Force-Ukraine (JTF-U), 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mark Lubiniecki, assumed command from Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Wayne Niven March 7 during a ceremony at the Internation- 
al Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi, Ukraine. The ceremony 
marks the transition between Rotations 2 and 3 of Operation UNIFIER, 
Canada’s capacity building and military training mission in Ukraine. 

As commander of JTF-U, Lieutenant-Colonel Lubiniecki commands 
approximately 200 Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) personnel with the 
mission to conduct training with the Ukrainian Armed Forces in areas 
such as tactical army skills, leadership development, explosive ordnance 
disposal, battlefield medical aid, military police skills, and logistics mod- 
ernization. 

Lieut.-Col. Lubiniecki is an Armoured Officer and a graduate of Royal 
Military College of Canada and of Canadian Forces College. He is currently 
employed as the Commanding Officer of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Roy- 
al Canadians) and has previously deployed twice to Afghanistan. 

“Tt is my pleasure to welcome the incoming Commander of Operation 
Unifier, Lieutenant-Colonel Mark Lubiniecki,” said Lieutenant-General 
Stephen Bowes, Commander Canadian Joint Operations Command. 

“I am confident that under his leadership the men and women of the 
Canadian Armed Forces are going to carry on this important training mis- 
sion with the Ukrainian Armed Forces and be great Canadian ambassa- 
dors. It is also with pride that I express my appreciation to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wayne Niven and his troops for their professionalism and ac- 
complishments during their deployment in Ukraine,” he added. 

“I’m honoured to lead Canada’s training mission in Ukraine. Together, 
with the troops under my command, we will continue the outstanding 
work of our Canadian colleagues in enhancing the military capabilities of 
our friends and partners in the Ukrainian Armed Force,” said Lieut.-Col. 
Lubiniecki. 

“Sergeant Major James Smith and I are extremely proud of the work 
done by our team to help build capacity within the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces. After working alongside our multinational partners and outstand- 
ing Ukrainian hosts for the past seven months, we depart with a strong 
sense of accomplishment,” said Lieut.-Col. Niven. 


Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer three tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: May 14 - May 29 

Tour 2: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 3: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgary $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 

All prices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 
Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Петро Tuma (справа) ma Isa Хруслінська - організатори громадського 
збору коштів на відзначення 70-річчя операції «Вісла» 


Кошти на відзначення 


70-річчя операції «Вісла». 
Українцям у Польщі 
допомагають польські діячі 


Юрій Савицький, Радіо Свобода 

У Польщі триває громадський збір коштів на відзначення 70-річчя 
сумнозвісної операції «Вісла», під час якої українців депортували 
з їхніх рідних земель. Польська держава не надала підтримки 
українській  меншині, яка просила профінансувати заходи, 
присвячені цій трагічній даті. Нащадки депортованих вирішили 
самостійно зібрати гроші для відзначення цього сумного ювілею. 
На допомогу українцям прийшли польські громадські та культурні 
діячі, відомі інтелектуали, які закликають польське суспільство 
підтримати українську меншину фінансово та морально. 

У бюджеті польської держави не знайшлося грошей на підтримку 
надзвичайно важливого для української меншини заходу. Для 
українців Польщі, які розпорошені по всій країні, 70-річчя операції 
«Вісла» - це нагода зустрітися й поміркувати не лише про минуле, 
але й про плани на майбутнє. 

Петро Тима, голова Об'єднання українців Польщі, пояснює, чому 
роковини депортації є винятково важливою датою для української 
меншини. Р 

«Це мало вплив Ha всі покоління, які народилися на рідних землях, 
але також на переселенців, - каже він. - Для українців Польщі - 
це основна подія, без якої важко зрозуміти питання ідентичності, 
асиміляції, мови, статистику розташування в сучасній Польщі i 
багато-багато іншого». 

Тима зазначає, що кампанія зі збору коштів - це ініціатива не 
тільки української національної меншини, але й відомих польських 
громадських діячів. За його словами, на заклик оргкомітету про 
фінансову підтримку відгукуються не лише українці, а й поляки, від 
яких уже надійшли перші пожертви. 

Серед ініціаторів кампанії - польська громадська діячка Іза 
Хруслінська. Вона наголошує на тому, що підтримка урочистих 
заходів з боку польських інтелектуалів - це вияв солідарності з 
українцями Польщі. До почесного комітету з відзначення 70-річчя 
операції «Вісла» увійшли польский омбудсмен Адам Боднар, 
письменник Анджей Стасюк, актор Анджей Северин, громадська 
діячка Данута Куронь, вдова кінорежисера Анджея Вайди - акторка 
Кристина Захватовіч-Вайда та інші. У своїй заяві члени почесного 
оргкомітету написали: «Не погоджуючись з рішенням, яке, на нашу 
думку, не згідне з ідеалами вільної демократичної держави, ми, 
громадяни Польщі - польське середовище та українська громада, 
хочемо разом 28-30 квітня організувати в Перемишлі урочистості, 
присвячені вшануванню пам'яті про цю трагічну подію». 

Про операцію «Вісла» Іза Хруслінська говорить: «Це наш 
спільний біль, це сталося на території Польщі, і я вважаю, що 
тут немає поділу, що це тільки українська трагедія, а поляки десь 
окремо тільки споглядають. Треба також сказати, що в різних 
моментах після 1989 року у Польщі ми були разом, це не перший 
раз, що громдяни Польщі польської національності долучаються 
до відзначення цієї річниці, для нас ця річниця також болісна і ми 
вважаємо її трагічною». 

Заходи, присвячені 70-річчю операції «Вісла» відбуватимуться 
в різних містах країни, зокрема у тих регіонах, куди українців 
депортували навесні 1947 року. Центральні заходи відбудуться 
в Перемишлі, де - серед іншого - заплановано провести Конгрес 
українців Польщі. 


Ukrainian News is now available at 
the following locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 

Continental Inn 
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Servus Credit Union (Delton Branch) 
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Україна виступила в Гаазі 
з контраргументами проти 
«законодавчої гімнастики» Росії 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 
Представники України та її за- 
хист на засіданні суду в Гаазі у 
середу намагалися розвіяти, як 
зазначали вони самі, намагання 
делегації Росії ввести в оману 
Міжнародний суд ООН: мовляв, 
звинувачення українців не мають 
підстав, а Гаазький суд не має 
для їхнього розгляду необхідних 
повноважень. Однак, першо- 
чергова вимога Києва залиши- 
лася та ж: запровадити негайні 
тимчасові заходи на час судового 
розгляду, аби не допустити про- 
довження страждань українців і 
кримських татар через дії Росії, а 
також смертей безневинних лю- 
дей на українському Сході. 
«Законодавчагімнастика», «пе- 
рекручування законів та фактів», 
«паралельна реальність» - такі 
характеристики лунали у середу 
щодо висловлених днем раніше 
«аргументів» Росії на свій захист 
у Міжнародному суді ООН. У 
Гаазі триває розгляд за звинува- 
ченнями України, яка стверджує, 
що Росія надає зброю угрупован- 
ням «ДНР» і «ЛНР» на Донбасі, 
чим порушує Конвенцію про 
боротьбу з фінансуванням те- 
роризму. А розгорнута Mo- 
сквою кампанія дискримінації 
неросійських громад в окупо- 
ваному Криму - це порушення 
Конвенції про ліквідацію всіх 
форм расової дискримінації, 
наголошує українська сторона. 
Про te, що Україна має 
справу з добре підготовленим 
російським захистом - пише на 
своїй сторінці у Facebook голова 
української делегації, заступник 
міністра закордонних справ Оле- 
на Зеркаль, 1 додає, що нині було 
«важливо показати, що наявної 
інформації достатньо для запро- 
вадження тимчасових заходів». 
«Моя країна стоїть сьогодні 
перед цим Судом та вимагає 
його негайної допомоги не з ме- 
тою вирішення численних по- 
зовних вимог України до Росії 
у зв'язку з зухвалими порушен- 
нями міжнародного права, а для 
того, щоб запровадити негайні 
заходи захисту для тисяч, якщо 
не мільйонів невинних людей та 
надати вкрай необхідний захист 
для всіх громадян України на 
Сході України та в Криму», - за- 
значила Олена Зеркаль. 
Представник української сто- 
рони, американський професор 
Гарольд Гонджу Ко нагадав, що 
Росія каже, що мовляв, «немає 
необхідності у запровадженні 
цих невідкладних заходів, бо 
малайзійський лайнер  МНІ7 
вже збитий, а атака цивільних 
в Авдіївці вже минула». «Але 
якщо Росія не охоронятиме сво- 
го кордону, то вже завтра ще 
більше небезпечної зброї може 
прибути до Східної України», 
- заявив доповідач від України, 
надаючи аргументи необхідності 
термінових заходів. 
«По-перше, умови нестабільні 
і можуть швидко змінитися. 
По-друге, вразливе  населен- 
ня потребує вашого захисту — 
йдеться про невинне цивільне 
населення України. По-третє, 
тому що триває напруга через 
тривалий конфлікт, якому досі 
не знайдене вирішення. I, по- 
четверте, атаки тривають, і вони 
призводять до смертей, поранень 
та переміщення місцевого насе- 
лення», - наголосив професор 


Олена Зеркаль під час засідання Міжнародного суду 


міжнародного права. 

Гонджу Ко підсумував: «За- 
конодавчою гімнастикою» хи- 
трий російський захист «зама- 
скував очевидні переконання» i 
свідчить, що міжнародні закони, 
за якими живуть інші нації, Росії 
не стосуються». 

Втім, більша частина засідання 
суду була присвячена заперечен- 
ню тверджень Росії. При цьому, 
Марні Чік та Джонатан Гімблетт, 
партнери України з юридичної 
компанії «Ковінгтон», доводили, 
що заявлені «гармонійний розви- 
ток нацменшин у Криму», зви- 
нувачення Києва у невиконанні 
Мінських угод, чи, як заявляли 
росіяни, що представники угру- 
повань «ДНР-ЛНР» є офіційними 
переговорниками в Мінську, - все 
це неправда та викривлені факти. 
Натомість, зброю на Схід України, 
грубо порушуючи існуючі прави- 
ла, Росія постачає своїми так зва- 
ними «гумконвоями». 

Тим часом, Україна чекає від 
Міжнародного суду ООН тим- 
часових заходів для Донбасу та 
Криму. 

Що стосується Конвенції про 
боротьбу з фінансуванням теро- 
ризму, то Україна просить суд за- 
стосувати такі тимчасові заходи: 

а) Російська Федерація має 
утримуватися від будь-яких 
дій, які можуть погіршити 
стан розгляду або продовжи- 
ти терміни розгляду суперечки 
(в Міжнародному суді ООН) в 
рамках Конвенції про боротьбу 
з фінансуванням тероризму, або 
ускладнити винесення рішення в 
рамках даної суперечки. 

6) Російська Федерація має здій- 
снювати належний контроль над 
своїми кордонами, щоб запобігти 
подальшому фінансуванню теро- 
ризму, в тому числі - постачання 
зброї з території РФ на територію 
України. 

в) Російська Федерація має зу- 
пиняти і запобігати здійсненню 
всіх грошових переказів 3 
території РФ, а також постачан- 
ня зброї, транспортних засобів, 
обладнання, здійснення навчан- 
ня груп, які беруть участь у теро- 
ристичних актах проти мирного 
населення в Україні, або тих, про 
яких РФ відомо, що вони можуть 
брати участь у терористичних 
актах в майбутньому, включаю- 
чи, але не обмежуючись «ДНР», 
«ЛНР», групою «Харківські пар- 
тизани» 1 пов'язаними з ними 
групами та особами. 

г) Російська Федерація має 
вжити всі залежні від неї захо- 
ди, щоб будь-які групи, що діють 
в Україні, i раніше отримали 3 
території РФ грошові кошти, 
зброю, транспортні засоби, об- 
ладнання та навчання, надалі 
утримувалися від виконання те- 


рористичних актів проти мирно- 
го населення в Україні. 

Щодо Конвенції про ліквідацію 
всіх форм расової дискримінації 
Україна просить суд вжити тимча- 
сових заходів, зобов'язавши Росію: 

а) утримуватися від будь-яких 
дій, які можуть погіршити або 
продовжити суперечку щодо 
порушення цієї Конвенції або 
зробити справу складнішою для 
вирішення; 

6) утримуватися від будь-яких 
проявів расової дискримінації 
проти осіб, груп або установ на 
території, яка перебуває під кон- 
тролем РФ, включаючи Кримсь- 
кий півострів; 

в) припинити дії і утримувати- 
ся від подальшої боротьби проти 
кримськотатарського народу у 
політичній і культурній сферах, 
в тому числі призупинити дію 
указу про заборону Меджлісу 
кримськотатарського народу i 
відмовитися від виконання цьо- 
го указу і аналогічних заходів на 
час розгляду даної справи; 

г) застосувати всі необхідні 
заходи, щоб зупинити зникнен- 
ня кримських татар, та негайно 
розслідувати ті зникнення, які 
вже мали місце; 

д) припинити і утримуватися 
від подальшої боротьби про- 
ти етнічних українців в Кри- 
му в сфері політики і культури, 
включаючи призупинення обме- 
жень на освіту українською мо- 
вою, поважати право на освіту 
українською мовою, доки ця 
справа перебуває на розгляді. 

Слухання справи «Україна 
проти Росії» може мати значен- 
ня для усього пострадянсько- 
го простору, вказують чимало 
експертів. Німецький політолог 
Андреас Умланд говорив про 
можливий стримувальний ефект 
для Росії в її поведінці щодо най- 
ближчих сусідів, якщо Україна 
виграє позов. 

«Рішення суду, навіть якщо 
воно буде на користь України, 
миттєво небагато що змінить 
на місцях. Це була б рад- 
ше символічна перемога для 
України, якщо вона отримає 
прихильне рішення суду. Але в 
довшій перспективі це рішення 
суду матиме важливе значення, 
бо накладе обмеження на дії 
Росії у майбутньому», - сказав 
Андреас Умланд. 

«bo cy дасть сигнал російській 
політичній еліті, якщо ухвалить 
рішення на користь України, що 
дії Росії в так званому «близько- 
му зарубіжжі» в різних постра- 
дянських республіках матимуть 
більші наслідки і довготривалий 
ефект. Це був би важливий сиг- 
нал, якщо суд справді винесе 
прихильне до України рішення», 
— додав експерт. 
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Courthouse drama 


Jailing of Ukraine tax chief could signal 
watershed in fight against a untouchables’ 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—A ruling by a Kyiv district court to 
place Ukraine’s top tax official under arrest pending 
trial on embezzlement charges is being heralded as a 
landmark win for the country’s independent anticor- 
ruption agency and civil society as a whole in its up- 
hill battle against entrenched graft. 

The arrest of Roman Nasirov, chief of Ukraine’s Fis- 
cal Service, culminated a dramatic marathon hearing 
that closed early on March 7 when the Solomyansky 
district court ordered him to spend 60 days in pretrial 
detention. 

The judge made Nasirov surrender his foreign pass- 
port and said he would be granted house arrest if he 
posted 100 million hryynias (US$3.7 million), а re- 
markable bail sum in Ukraine. If he makes bail, the 
judge added, he must wear an electronic monitoring 
bracelet. 

Nasirovy, an ally of President Petro Poroshenko, was 
removed from his post on March 3 pending an inves- 
tigation into allegations that he defrauded the state of 
2 billion hryvnias to the benefit of fugitive Ukrainian 
lawmaker Oleksandr Onyshchenko. 

Onyshchenko, who has bounced around Western 
Europe since fleeing Ukraine last year after Kyiv 
began investigating him over the alleged theft of $64 
million from a state gas producer, has accused Poro- 
shenko of stealing money from state companies. The 
president’s administration denies those charges. 

But while Onyshchenko remains beyond the reach 
of Ukrainian authorities, Nasirov does not. And his 
case has supercharged Ukrainian civil society and 
anticorruption activists yearning for signs that the 
country is ready to turn the corner in its long-running 
fight against top-level graft. 

“We've already done a very big thing,” no matter 
what the outcome is, Mustafa Nayyem, a lawmaker 
and anticorruption campaigner who at one point put 
out a Facebook call for demonstrators to surround the 
courthouse to deter Nasirov’s release, told RFE/RL 
early on March 7. 

With Nasirov’s arrest, Nayyem said, powerful fig- 
ures who may have felt “untouchable” now have a 
sense of “how it tastes” to be held to account “even if 
you are a close friend of the president.” 

“Yesterday [Nasirov] was a millionaire with a big 
car...and he was sure he would be released. But today, 
and for 60 more days, he is in jail.” 

International financial institutions have threatened 
to hold up billions of dollars aimed at propping up 
Kyiv’s fiscal goals and the currency, the hryvnia, 
without greater reform and better curbs on corruption. 
And last year, a handful of senior officials including 
cabinet ministers and the governor of Odesa resigned 
over what they said was a lack of political will to stem 
corruption. 

Daria Kalenyuk, executive director of the Куїу- 
based NGO Anticorruption Action Center, called 
Nasirov’s arrest “historic” and one of the biggest legal 
challenges for Ukrainian authorities since the country 
spun off from the Soviet Union in 1991. 

“It is the first time since [Ukraine’s] independ- 
ence that a person in such a top, influential office in 
Ukraine, through which millions of funds are trans- 
ferred daily, has been arrested and charged with cor- 
ruption,” Kalenyuk told RFE/RL. 

Poroshenko applauded the new National Anticor- 
ruption Bureau (NABU)’s case against Nasirov, who 
was elected to parliament on the president’s Bloc of 
Petro Poroshenko party ticket in 2014 before being 
promoted to tax chief. He called it “a shining ex- 
ample” of the effectiveness of anticorruption reforms 
in Ukraine and proof of the bureau’s independence. 

“As of today, a high-ranking official is notified of 
suspicion without informing the president. I think this 
is exactly what we sought while creating an independ- 
ent agency,” Poroshenko said via his press service on 
March 6. 

But Мазігоу nearly slipped from the NABU’s grasp 
after the case took several bizarre turns. 

The first act of Ukraine’s latest political drama 
began late on March 2, when Nasirov claimed to have 
suffered a heart attack as NABU investigators closed 
in on him. Later, he was taken on a stretcher, seem- 
ingly unconscious, to the upscale Feofania hospital in 
Kyiv, where the authorities filmed him lying in a bed 
seemingly fit for a five-star Kyiv hotel as they read 
out the charges against him. Nasirov’s lawyers said he 
was detained illegally. 


PHOTO — 5ЕВНІЇ NUZHNENKO, RFE/RL 
Roman Ма5ігоу appears in court in Kyiv on March 6. 


The theatrics dragged into March 5, when no judge 
could be found for a hearing on Nasirov’s detention. 
As the 72-hour deadline for his detention neared at 
midnight, hundreds of protesters gathered outside the 
courthouse, blockading it until early March 6 to en- 
sure the tax chief did not leave before a judge arrived. 

“We couldn’t give him a chance to flee like [other 
allegedly corrupt officials],” lawmaker Nayyem said. 

He was teferring to functionaries under ousted 
President Viktor Yanukovych who fled to Russia dur- 
ing the Euromaidan unrest in 2014 and are still under 
investigation by the current authorities. 

Ukrainian activist Kateryna Kruk celebrated the 

human ring-fencing of the courthouse as a mark of 
“determination” by citizens to “make sure law is re- 
spected.” 
- Activists believe Nasirov to be a flight risk be- 
cause he possesses Hungarian and British passports, 
along with his Ukrainian citizenship, according to the 
NABU. 

A public, online wealth-declaration database sug- 
gests that Мазігоу, along with his wife, keeps cash in 
dollars and euros worth $2.2 million. 

Eventually a judge arrived at the court on March 6 
and the hearing on Nasirov’s detention got under way. 
Proceedings dragged on for more than 14 hours until 
3:13 a.m. the next day, when in a dramatic finish to 


_ the proceedings the court remanded Nasirov to two 


months of pretrial detention. 

The decision has sent a buzz through Ukrainian so- 
ciety, especially among anticorruption activists hun- 
gry for signs that the country can turn a corner in the 
long-running battle against top-level graft. 

Many rejoiced on social media, where some called 
it a “massive win” or shared thumbs-up emojis at 
news of the high bail. 

But some experts fear it could provoke a political 
crisis in Ukraine — a country still in the throes of an 
economic crisis brought on by the 2013-14 revolution 
and a bloody war with Russia-backed separatists in its 
east that has killed more than 9,750 people over the 
course of nearly three years, according to UN estimates. 

Volodymyr Fesenko, chairman of the Kyiv-based 
Penta Center for Applied Political Studies, told Inter- 
fax-Ukraine on March 7 that the Nasirov case was “ex- 
plosive,” adding that, at least in the coming months, it 
will be one of the main factors in the course of polit- 
ical developments in Ukraine, which ranks 131st out 
of 176 countries in Transparency International’s Cor- 
ruption Perceptions Index. 

Nayyem, whose post on Facebook in November 
2013 helped jump-start the protests that transformed 
into the unrest that toppled the Yanukovych govern- 
ment, predicted that Kyiv will see a new series of pro- 
tests over the next “four or five months” to keep pres- 
sure on authorities — and specifically on Ukraine’s 
notoriously corrupt judicial system — to try the 
Nasirov case. 

“Yes, we have problems with prosecutors, problems 
with our court systems, an inexperienced [NABU]. 
But we have an inspired Ukrainian society that is ask- 
ing for justice,” Nayyem said. 

Kalenyuk said this is where a special, independent 
anticorruption court would come in handy. Activists 
hope one will be formed by year’s end. 

It is something that Kyiv’s Western backers, includ- 
ing the United States, appear to support. 


Until then, Kalenyuk said, it is up to civil society 


and media to keep pressure on authorities to see the 
Nasirov case through. 

“Tt will be much harder to sabotage [the trial] if 
there is constant attention on it,” she said. 
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By Marco Levytsky 

The spirit of one of my pre- 
decessors at this newspaper — the 
late Michael Chomiak, maternal 
grandfather of our Foreign Min- 
ister Chrystia Freeland — has sud- 
denly been resurrected in a story 
that has dominated the headlines in 
some of the most highly respected 
newspapers in both Canada and the 
United States. 

At issue is his service in the war- 
time Ukrainian-language news- 
paper, Krakivs’ki visti, published 
in Nazi-occupied Poland. This 
newspaper served the Ukrainian- 
speaking population both in Po- 
land and later in the Nazi-occupied 
territories of western Ukraine and 
strived to maintain some sem- 
blance of Ukrainian national con- 
sciousness in those turbulent times. 
According to Chomiak’s daughter, 
Natalia, employees of the news- 
paper even worked to some extent 
with the anti-Nazi resistance; in 
particular, they issued false papers 
for members of the underground. 
But, as can be expected under such 
circumstances, they had no choice 
but to publish Nazi propaganda in- 
cluding some anti-Semitic articles. 
However, under no circumstance 
does that make them “Nazis”. I 
worked with the late Michael Cho- 
miak at Ukrainian News in 1982- 
1983 and knew him to be an honest 
journalist and a deeply religious 
and conscientious individual. 

Chomiak’s ghost was first resur- 
rected by a well-known KGB 
agent, John Helmer, who fled his 
native United States in the 1980’s 
before he was exposed by former 
KGB Major Yuri Shvets. Helmer 
now works as a “journalist” in Pu- 
tin’s Moscow, churning out propa- 
ganda pieces for his Vozhd. His 
piece “SCOOP: Canada’s new for- 
eign minister lying about family’s 
Ukrainian Nazi past,” was posted 
on the Russia Insider website on 
January 19, and this was followed 
up by Arina Tsukanova’s “A Nazi 
skeleton in the family closet,”, 
posted on consortiumnews.com on 
February 27. Tsukanova is identi- 
fied as "а Russian Ukrainian jour- 
nalist from Kiey (sic) currently liv- 
ing in Crimea,” whose most recent 
work is entitled “How Ukraine 


annexed Crimea. A frank conver- 
sation with Nikki Haley,” and ex- 
tends the practice of disseminating 
“alternative facts” to such a degree 
that it would even make Kellyane 
Conway blush. 

In both cases, there is a sliver 
of truth in that Chomiak did work 
for Krakivs’ki visti. However, 
upon this sliver, layers and layers 
of fabrications were mounted in 
an attempt to portray him as some 
Nazi collaborator, which is a very 
common characteristic of Russian 
propaganda. 

Such drivel circulated mainly in 
pro-Kremlin and far-right websites 
until The Globe and Mail’s Ottawa 
Bureau Chief, Robert Fife, decided 
to make this an issue during the 
March 6 press conference announ- 
cing the Government of Canada’s 
decision to renew Operation Unifier. 
The exchange (as recorded in the of- 
ficial transcript) went as follows: 

Question: Ms. Freeland, can 
I ask you a quick question? Its 
no secret the Russians do not like 
you. They've banned you from the 
country. Recently, there has been 
a series of articles about you and 
your maternal grandparents, mak- 
ing accusations that he was a Nazi 
collaborator in pro-Russian web- 
sites. Га like to get your view on 
do you see this as a disinformation 
campaign by the Russians to try to 
smear you and discredit you, which 
they have a tendency to have done? 

Hon. Chrystia Freeland: Well, let 
me start, Rob, by saying that I dont 
think that all Russians dislike me. I 
have many close and good Russian 
friends, and I very much enjoyed 
living and working in Moscow as 
a foreign correspondent. I speak 
Russian, and I’m a big admirer 
and fan of the Russian language 
and culture. 

I think that it is also public know- 
ledge that there have been efforts, 
as U.S. intelligence forces have 
said, by Russia to destabilize the 
U.S. political system. I think that 
Canadians, and indeed other west- 
ern countries, should be prepared 
for similar efforts to be directed at 
us. I am confident in our countrys 
democracy, and I am confident that 
we can stand up to and see through 
those efforts. 
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Mainstream media must wake up to Putin’s threat 


Fife decided to follow this up 
with a story headlined “Freeland 
knew her grandfather was editor 
of Nazi newspaper’, which was 
published in The Globe and Mail 
the following day. Two days after 
that The Washington Post picked 
up on this story with one headlined 
“Russia should stop calling my 
grandfather a Nazi, says Canada’s 
foreign minister”. A deluge of com- 
mentaries followed, some quite in- 
sightful, among them the Edmon- 
ton Journal’s Paula Simon’s and 
the National Post’s Terry Glavin 
who followed up his initial March 
8 piece with an even better one in 
MacLean’s on March 14 (which is 
reprinted in this newspaper). 

Was this sudden media attention 
on the late Michael Chomiak jus- 
tified? If one takes the concept of 
journalistic responsibility to heart 
—then it wasn’t. 

This was disinformation that 
permeated the lowest depths of 
pro-Kremlin, neo-fascist, and alt- 
right websites and should have 
stayed there. There was absolutely 
no evidence to suggest the late 
Michael Chomiak was а "Малі?" 
and had absolutely no relevance to 
Chrystia Freeland’s policy stands 


as Canada’s foreign minister. It 
served instead as a distraction that 
added fuel to the disinformation 
campaign waged by the Kremlin in 
order to undermine the democratic 
countries of the world. 

But if this particular case was 
merely irresponsible, one specific 
article published in a mainstream 
Canadian newspaper was totally 
despicable (and potentially subject 
to a legal interpretation of what 
constitutes hate propaganda, but 
that is a question for a legal expert, 
which I do not purport to be). I am 
referring to “Canada should not re- 
new mission to Ukraine” by David 
Rennie, published on February 18 
in the Hamilton Spectator, a news- 
paper which belongs to the TorStar 
chain. Here are some excerpts: 

“First, the present Ukrainian 
government, installed in a coup 
orchestrated by Washington, isn’t 
worthy of our support. According 
to the BBC, former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland 
admitted that the U.S. spent $5 bil- 
lion over a number of years to insti- 
gate regime change in Ukraine. 

“(1) She overthrew the demo- 
cratically-elected Yanukovich (sic) 
government in 2014 which had less 
than one year remaining in its term 
of office...” 

“Second, the agents of regime 
change recruited by Nuland were 


none other than gangs of thugs from 
several fascist parties, remnants of 
the very same Ukrainian fascists 
allied to Hitler in the Second World 
War. They fought soldiers and po- 
lice in the main squares of Kyiv 
and other cities. Poroshenko’s 
coup government has the dubious 
distinction of being the only gov- 
ernment in Europe with fascists in 
cabinet, several holding key secur- 
ity posts. Canadian veterans might 
be surprised to learn that the Tru- 
deau government is considering re- 
newing Canada’s military mission 
to a country with the same fascists 
in government that they fought in 
the Second World War.” 

Now would any mainstream 
Canadian newspaper that purports 
to be respectable run a piece that, 
in all seriousness, argued that the 
September 11, 2001 terrorist at- 
tack on New York’s twin towers | 
was a Jewish conspiracy, as has 
been claimed by some extremists? 
Off course not. But Ukrainians, it 
seems, are fair game. 

The tentacles of Putin’s disinfor- 
mation campaign extend far and 
wide around the world and repre- 
sent an extremely dangerous threat 
to the stability of the world’s dem- 
ocracies. It’s about time the main- 
stream media in these democracies 
woke up to face this fact and this 
very real threat to democracy. 


Russia’s coming attack on Canada 


By Scott Gilmore, Macleans 

Moscow has been waging an 
increasingly daring clandestine 
war against western democracies. 
Under the direction of President 
Vladimir Putin, Russia is target- 
ing most of the major members 
of the western alliance. In Ger- 
many, Chancellor Angela Merkel 
has warned of Russian attempts at 
cyber attacks. In France, Moscow 
has funded right-wing populist 
Marine Le Pen and is alleged to be 
spreading false propaganda about 
her opponents. There are now ге- 
ports from British parliamentar- 
ians that Russia may have meddled 
with the Brexit campaign. And, of 
course, Putin’s interference in the 
U.S. Presidential election has lit 
a tire fire in Washington that may 
bring down the Trump administra- 
tion, and at the very least has left 
America’s political institutions 
reeling, and its alliances weakened. 

Moscow is being forced to play 
these aggressive and risky games 
out of desperation. The country 
is in bad shape and it is getting 
worse. The once great superpower 
now has an economy smaller than 
Canada’s and it continues to shrink. 
Even though they spend 5 per cent 
of their GDP on defence, Russia’s 
military forces have grown so 
rusted out they can barely get their 
last aircraft carrier to the Mediter- 
ranean and back without breaking 
down. Even the ragtag Ukrainians 
have fought them to a standstill. 
Diplomatically, Moscow has never 
been so isolated and powerless. 
You can count its friends on one 
hand, and it’s not an impressive 
list: Syria, Iran, Belarus. 

In a rules-based international 
system where your influence is 
measured by the size of your econ- 
omy, your cultural soft-power, and 
your stature in multilateralism, 
Moscow has become ап after- 
thought. And, if Russia didn’t still 
have a cold war nuclear arsenal, it 
would garner even less attention. 
So, losing the international game 
of chess, Putin is seeking to knock 
over the board itself — to discredit 


the multilateral world order, and 
destabilize the comparably strong 
western alliance. 

Canada is a logical target. We are 
a G7 member, a strong supporter of 
NATO (if not a strong contributor), 
an advocate for a values-based inter- 
national system, and a vocal critic of 
Moscow and its interference in other 
countries. We have to expect Russia 
will focus more of its clandestine 
efforts on us, especially as we ap- 
proach the next election cycle. 

Like elsewhere, Russia has three 
objectives as it goes after Canada. 
The first is to undermine any poli- 
cies or politicians seen to be against 
Moscow’s interests. For example, 
the Russian Embassy has already 
been trying to discredit Canada’s 
Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland, 
an outspoken advocate for continued 
sanctions, with a smear job about 
her grandparents. Russia also wants 
to discredit the broader political 
system, to undermine Canadians’ 
faith in “the system”, be it our own 
election process, our system of gov- 
ernment, or parliamentary affairs. 
Finally, it wants to undermine Can- 
ada’s support for our allies, and for 
the international system including 
NATO and the United Nations. 

To achieve these goals, Mos- 
cow will likely rely on the same 
methods it has used relatively suc- 
cessfully in the United States and 
elsewhere. It will spread disinfor- 
mation — false stories that create 
confusion around a controversial 
and heated issue. For example, dur- 
ing the American election, Russia 
used bogus social media accounts 
to spread rumors about Hillary 
Clinton. We will see similar attacks 
here, likely directed at the ruling 
Liberal party. Moscow won’t ne- 
cessarily prefer a Conservative vic- 
tory; the Russians will simply want 
to delegitimize the entire process. 

Russia will also continue to hack 
into the computers of the govern- 
ment and politicians, and even into 
journalists’ phones, looking for 
embarrassing details that could be 
used to hurt a candidate (like John 
Podesta’s emails were used against 


Clinton), or as blackmail. And the 
list of targeted groups may be even 
longer. There are reports that sey- 
eral liberal groups in the U.S. are 
being extorted by Russian-backed 
hackers, threatening to leak emails. 

Money is another useful tool 
in the campaign. Across Europe, 
Moscow has secretly and in some 
cases openly funded radical popu- 
list politicians (like Le Pen) and 
groups who are fomenting anti- 
immigrant hysteria. In Canada, 
there are not many organizations 
that fit that description. Nonethe- 
less, it would not be surprising if 
funds found their way to some of 
the fringe media sites who special- 
ize in Breitbart-style info-tainment. 

More alarmingly, Canada can also 
expect old-fashioned military feints. 
In Europe, Moscow has increased the 
number of bomber flights that skirt 
along and cross into NATO territory. 
In the Black Sea, fighter jets have 
been dangerously “buzzing” Amer- 
ican naval ships. In Canada, this 
tactic would take on added signifi- 
cance as we have all but abandoned 
our northern marches—we have no 
port in the Arctic, no four-season 
icebreakers, and almost no military 
presence. In fact, the Russians would 
have an easier time reaching some 
parts of Canada’s northern territory 
than we would. 

It is hard to imagine any of these 
tactics would actually disrupt our 
election or cause anything but irri- 
tation for Canadians. Our politics 
are not as tightly wound as in other 
countries. As a promising sign, the 
Conservative party refused to play 
along with Russia’s smear job on 
Freeland (although some news- 
papers did). We also have fewer 
nativist demagogues waiting in 
the wings, and we have been fore- 
warned by what is unraveling else- 
where. But, would anyone have 
ever predicted the political chaos in 
the United States? It is impossible 
to say if Moscow will be as suc- 
cessful here, but we do know the 
Russians are already trying, and if 
they do find the right wedge or the 
wrong secret, they will use it. 
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How Russia’s attack on Freeland got traction іп Canada 


By Terry Glavin MacLean’, March 14, 2017 

Now that we’re well into the second week of an imbroglio 
that should be remembered as one of the most disgraceful, 
embarrassing, or at least hilarious events in the recent his- 
tory of Canadian journalism, the “Chrystia Freeland Lied 
About Her Family’s Nazi Past” hoax is accruing to itself 
ever thicker layers of absurdity and silliness. 

It was a hoax, we would all admit, if we were capable of 
resisting the inclination to double-down on the preposter- 
ous claims and dirty insinuations that have been allowed to 
muddy the significance of what has really happened here. It 
was a hoax, perpetrated on the Canadian public, in service of 
Vladimir Putin’s gangland regime in Moscow. 

Chrystia Freeland, the journalist-turned-politician who 
was appointed Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs only 
two months ago, has not been shown to have lied about any- 
thing. And as the plot thickened, Freeland found herself be- 
ing accused of engaging in her own hoax by blaming the 
Russians for her misfortunes. 

Quite apart from the adorable Canadian naiveté involved 
in passive-aggressively permitting the Kremlin to headline- 
hack itself out of a national spotlight that should have been 
shining last week on Putin’s belligerence in Ukraine and the 
Baltics, there are a couple of things that distinguish this par- 
ticular Kremlin caper from the run-of-the-mill jobs. 

The first is that it’s a textbook case of Russian disinfor- 
mation by conspiracy theory. The second is that this time 
around, the Russians were caught red-handed. 

Unfortunately, we’ve all spent a great deal of effort being 
clever in our elucidations upon how to properly distinguish 
between a Ukrainian patriot and a Nazi collaborator in the 
terror time of the 1940s, and about where one might situate 
the boundaries of Soviet-occupied Eastern Galicia on con- 
temporary maps of the Polish-Ukrainian borderlands, and 
other such boring ephemera. 

This is what Moscow wanted, and it also wanted the not- 
especially-bright among us to be wondering out loud and 
often about whether it might be true that Freeland is a Russo- 
phobic Nazi sympathizer who can’t be trusted with the For- 
eign Affairs portfolio. 

To that purpose, the Globe and Mail’s Tuesday, March 
7 article, headlined “Freeland knew her grandfather was 
editor on Nazi newspaper,” was interpreted by the glamor- 
ous American celebrity paranoiac Glenn Greenwald — the 
most assertive champion of Edward Snowden, the famous 
US. National Security Agency hacker who has been enjoy- 
ing the perks of Russian asylum ever since he absconded 
to Moscow in June 2013 — in this way: “The exposé on 
how Canada’s Foreign Minister knowingly lied for 20 years 
about grandfather’s past, now blames Russia.” 

The Bolivarian catastrophe of Venezuela’s own Telesur 
television channel handled the story exactly the same way, 
as did all the usual Canadian “alternative” media undertak- 
ings, even though there was nothing in Robert Fife’s Globe 
and Mail story, or anyone else’s reporting, that showed Free- 
land had lied about anything, knowingly or otherwise, much 
less for 20 years. And it was not Freeland who first impli- 
cated Moscow in the hubbub. She merely raised the subject 
of Russia’s well-documented European monkey-wrenching, 
which she was warned to be personally on guard against at 
the Munich Security Conference on February 17. 

As for who first noticed that Moscow was gunning for 
Freeland, that’s something that has yet to show up in any 
banner Canadian headlines. It was the European Union’s 
East StratCom Task Force, a unit of the External Action 
Service (the EU’s foreign ministry and diplomatic branch). 
The Task Force was set up in March 2015 as a kind of early 
warning system to detect incoming Kremlin disinformation 
campaigns. 

In its January 26 Disinformation Digest, the Task Force 
specifically identified the “Freeland Lied About Her Family’s 
Nazi Past” hoax, which by then was already circulating 
within the nether regions of the pro-Kremlin web, under the 


category of “pro-Kremlin disinformation” and “fake media 
stories that support Russia’s policies.” The Task Force flag- 
ged the Freeland smear project under the campy headline 
“And you are a Nazi, too!” along with several ongoing ef- 
forts to affix the Nazi tag to “anyone opposing the Kremlin’s 
interests,” especially in Ukraine and the Baltic states. Can- 
adian Forces personnel are active in both arenas. 

Usually, Moscow enjoys a degree of marginally plausible 
deniability by circulating its nastiest propaganda via merely 
Kremlin-admiring webzines and usefully idiotic “anti-im- 
perialist” pseudo-news operations. But the effort to attack 
Freeland’s character and undermine her credibility first 
came straight out of Russia’s embassy in Ottawa, on January 
11, the day after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau appointed 
Freeland to the foreign-affairs post. 

That was the day an embassy official shopped the pur- 
ported bombshell about the Freeland family’s past to Justin 
Ling, the Canadian features editor for Vice News. The of- 
ficial provided Ling with two academic papers written by 
Freeland’s uncle, John Paul Himka, about Chrystia Free- 
land’s grandfather, Michael Chomiak. A Ukrainian national- 
ist, lawyer and journalist, Chomiak had ended up serving 
as the titular editor of Krakivs’ki Visti, a newspaper Himka 
describes as “the organ of established Ukrainian nationalists 
operating within the limits imposed by Nazi rule.” 

The newspaper obligingly printed obscenely anti-Semitic 
material, as Himka’s research shows (Freeland also assisted 
Himka in a 1996 study of Krakivs’ki Visti during Chom- 
iak’s tenure). A “Nazi collaborator,” then, a term Freeland 
has never been known to use to describe her grandfather, 
who died when she was 15, and who Freeland had never 
mentioned except fleetingly as a grandparent who had fled 
the Soviet depredations in Ukraine during the Second World 
War. Which was true. 

Ling decided to take a pass on the “story” because there 
really was no “story” to be told, but the smear erupted in 
headlines last week after Freeland and Defence Minister 
Harjit Sajjan announced that the Canadian Forces training 
mission in Ukraine, which has been besieged by Russia for 
the past three years, would continue until at least March, 
2019. Moscow was quite unhappy about the decision. 

When questioned about the lurid Secret Nazi Past smear, 
Freeland pointed out that it isn’t exactly a secret, as several 
US. intelligence agencies have pointed out, and as Ger- 
man chancellor Angela Merkel has similarly noticed, that 
Moscow is devoting itself to the destabilization of western 
democracies. “I think it shouldn’t come as a surprise if these 
same efforts were used against Canada,” Freeland said, and 
thus, hey presto, the Kremlin-friendly spin became; Free- 
land Dodges Question, Blames Russia. 

From its first public eruption in the Moscow blogosphere 
to the semi-respectability of Polish tabloids and then to its 
extraordinary mainstream legitimation by the Globe and 
Mail, the trajectory of the Nazi-tagging disinformation pro- 
ject aimed at Freeland follows an arc through a digital maze 
of far-right cranks, far-left tirade launchers and hopelessly 
disreputable Putin fanciers. 

For all its shock-headline sensation, there is no real “news” 
involved. The content is relentlessly repetitive and usually 
just cut-and-pasted from one website to another, torqued 
up with wild headlines and sordid spins. The first Moscow 
blogger with the “story,” for instance, claims that Freeland 
“stands for the same race hatred as her grandfather” and is 
determined to “cleanse” Ukraine of its Jews, Russians and 
Poles. 

Ironically, the replicated content, on perhaps hundreds of 
websites, derives almost entirely from research undertaken 
by Freeland’s uncle, and from archives made public years 
ago by Freeland’s family. If Chrystia Freeland had wanted 
to hide some dark family secret, she and her relatives have 
been going about it exactly the wrong way. 

One of most comical deployments of the Kremlin’s “And 
you are a Nazi, too!” device occurred last October, when no 


less a Kremlin figure than Dmitry Kiselyov, deputy direc- 
tor of Russian state television, took to the airwaves to per- 
sonally deliver a 10-minute “documentary” about the 1956 
Hungarian uprising. Contrary to the historical record, Kise- 
lyov’s documentary purported to show that the anti-Soviet, 
pro-democracy uprising was really a bloody rampage engin- 
eered by Nazis trained and organized by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

Last December, the English-language channel of RT News 
— a Kremlin propaganda arm that masquerades as a news 
organization with a $300 million annual budget from the 
Russian government — reported “news” from Riga, Latvia, 
under this headline: “Swastika-looking snowflakes pop up 
at Latvian Christmas market.” The “swastikas” were in fact 
traditional Latvian folk runes. From RT News last summer: 
“Gardener let off hook for mowing swastika into Latvian 
president’s lawn.” Except it wasn’t a “swastika.” 

Moscow has waged its most vicious, sustained and trans- 
parently absurd “Nazi” smear campaigns against the Ukraine 
government, and it has been doing so ever since Putin lost 
his grip on Kyiv when Ukraine’s kleptocrat-president Viktor 
Yanukovych fled to Moscow following the November 2013 
Euromaidan uprising. 

Putin has been waging a hybrid war in eastern Ukraine 
pitting proxy “separatists” against Ukrainian security forces 
in a bloody conflict in the Donbas region that has left 10,000 
people dead. Moscow’s military annexation of the Crimean 
peninsula, in violation of several international treaties, has 
earned Putin a suspension from the Group of Eight (G8) 
countries, the opprobrium of his fellow United Nations Se- 
curity Council members, and a suite of international sanc- 
tions. 

Moscow has responded with a cyber-warfare campaign 
of hacking and disinformation, and a persistent, ugly propa- 
ganda line: the Kyiv government is run by Nazis, and its 
international backers are Nazi sympathisers. 

While it’s true that the chaos in Donbas has attracted com- 
batants from neo-Nazi Ukrainian groupuscules, the “Right 
Sector” coalition in Ukraine was a total bust in the May 2014 
elections that cemented Yanukovych’s ouster. The rightists 
scored less than two per cent of the national vote. That hasn’t 
stopped Moscow’s smears, however. Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Sergei Lavrov insists that the Right Sector secretly con- 
trols the Ukraine government. But then, Lavrov also claims 
the Canadian government is controlled by a “rabid” Ukrain- 
ian diaspora. 

Marko Suprun, a Ukrainian Canadian filmmaker and pre- 
senter with the StopFakeNews channel in Kyiv, says it’s sig- 
nificant that so much of the Nazi-tagging aimed at Freeland 
has percolated in the alternative media in Poland. “This is a 
new level of targeted fake news,” Suprun told me. “There 
was and remains a concerted effort to drive a 70-year-old 
wedge between Warsaw and Kyiv.” 

Anyone who claims that Freeland isn’t being subjected 
to a targeted disinformation campaign doesn’t understand 
how disinformation works, Suprun said. “Notice the attack 
on Freeland started just around the time when Canada was 
deciding to extend its military training mission in Ukraine,” 
he said. “The Kremlin has long been trying to turn a fake 
stereotype into a reality, that Ukrainians are Nazis and that 
Kyiv was the target of a junta.” 

With the largest Ukrainian diaspora in the world, Canada 
is especially vulnerable to Russian destabilization efforts. 
The Communications Security Establishment is in the early 
stages of a threat assessment to determine whether Canada’s 
electoral system is vulnerable to foreign disruption, and the 
events of the past couple of weeks will likely draw in greater 
resources from the Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
and the RCMP. 

As for how Freeland is holding up, she seems to be taking 
it all in stride. “Canadians expect their government to be fo- 
cused on their priorities,” Freeland told me. “That’s exactly 
what I am doing.” 


Himka’s accusations against the OUN and the UPA are baseless 


By Askold S. Lozynskyj 

There should be a legitimate purpose for a serious publica- 
tion purporting to be based on legitimate scholarship to ven- 
ture into a new serious discussion on events three quarters of 
a century old. Newly discovered evidence might be a sound 
predicate for such a venture. But a rehash of old and in fact 
previously shown to be unreliable evidence, asserting old al- 
legations never proven is quite frankly, not scholarship, but 
a politically motivated diatribe. 

The Holocaust does not need to fabricate. It is indisputable 
that in the course of World War II millions of Jews perished 
аз a result of a Nazi policy of achieving a final solution to the 
Jewish problem as envisioned by Hitler and his henchman. 
Complicit in this were non-Germans including Jews as well 
acting as accomplices for various reasons including self-sur- 
vival. It is important to remember this in order to honor the 
victims as well as to secure a world where a similar genocide 
does not take place, all discussion on this subject must be 
sincere and fair. 

Northwestern University Press recently published “Les- 
sons and Legacies XII New Directions in Holocaust Re- 


search and Education”. From the dedication, it is apparent 
that the Northwestern affiliate responsible for this publica- 
tion is the Holocaust Educational Foundation founded by the 
Auschwitz survivor Theodore Zev Weiss. I should like to 
take issue with the article entitled “Former Ukrainian Police- 
men in the Ukrainian National Insurgency: Continuing the 
Holocaust outside German Service” written by John-Paul 
Himka. 

Himka has produced many questionable writings over the 
years, as a beneficiary of various grants: revisionist schol- 
arship bought and paid for. Previous to that he had written 
extensively on many Ukrainian topics including much ac- 
cusatory material against Ukrainian nationalists. He is a self 
avowed Marxist who during the period of the USSR tray- 
eled extensively there and was given access to documents 
and material inaccessible to western scholars. He defended 
Soviet agents, such as Michael Hanusiak who as far back as 
the 1970’s wrote a rather primitive diatribe against Ukrain- 
ian nationalism entitled “Lest We Forget”. Why Himka de- 
fended Hanusiak remains unclear. 

Himka’s writing on the Holocaust centers on Ukrainian 


complicity and, in particular, the period of the summer of 
1941 in the Western Ukrainian city of Lviv and, more recent- 
ly, he has ventured into the region of Volyn and the period 
of 1943-44. In particular, he has gone after the Organiza- 
tion of Ukrainian Nationalists and the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army. Perhaps not coincidentally those two formations had 
been the most vehement and effective opponents of Soviet 
and Russian rule in Ukraine and the targets of Soviet and 
Russian propaganda and disinformation since the 196075 and 
1970’s. Previous to that the Soviets dealt with the OUN and 
the UPA by killing or assassinating its leadership. 

Marxists were and are the moral equivalent of the Nazis, 
equally vile. In fact, they killed more, largely, because they 
had more time and operated on more territory. Stalin’s con- 
centration camps became the models for Hitler’s. 

However, I impugn Himka’s scholarship, in particular. His 
revisionism is redundant and tedious. He repeats the same 
canards and exploits the same specious sources. In the sub- 
ject piece Himka’s basic premise is a historiographical and 
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Eva Tomiuk with some family members, present at the opening of the 
ACUA exhibit. Seated in transport chairs in front: Stephania Broda (L), 
Eva Tomiuk (R); Second row: from left Kathie Kiniski, Darka Broda- 
Masiuk, Juliana Masiuk; Back row: from left Andrew Masiuk, Nathan 
Plumb, Шок Broda. 


ACUA presents Eva 
Tomiuk retrospective 


(UkrNews)—The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) 
opened a retrospective exhibition of the extraordinary pysanky and 
embroidery of Eva Tomiuk at a reception held at their gallery, March 3 

This large collection of works, spanning years of talent and research, 
runs until March 29. 

Eva Tomiuk is an exceptional pysanka artist who has been sharing her 
craft to many students since the age of 18. Her eggs have found their way 
to a number of famous houses: Eva has presented a pysanka as a gift to 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip, Prince Charles and Princess Diana, 
Pope John Paul 11, Edmonton Mayors William Hawrelak and Stephen 
Mandel, and even to Days of Our Lives stars Kristian Alfonso and Peter 
Breckell. 

Passionate about her art, Eva Tomiuk received numerous ribbons and 
awards from the Vegreville and Dauphin Ukrainian Festivals. 

She was named a Woman of the Year in 1975 by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada. 

Eva’s artistic talents are versatile: pysanka making, embroidery, 
rushnyk cloths, wheat-sheath crafts, wedding breads (korovai), teaching 
and more. 

She has even appeared on TV screens all over North America as the 
woman who taught the world’s most famous homemaker a thing or two 
about Ukrainian arts in Martha Stewart Living. 


(Bottom Line Productions)—Ex- 
citement is building as two of North 
America’s premier Ukrainian per- 
forming arts ensembles prepare to 
present an evening of song, music, 
dance and bandura. Celebrating the 
legacy of Ukraine’s national poet 
Taras Shevchenko, the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus of North Amer- 
ica and Canada’s Ukrainian Shu- 
mka Dancers will stage joint per- 
formances in Toronto (March 18, 
2017), Windsor (March 19, 2017) 
and Edmonton (April 8 & 9, 2017). 
These collaborative performances 
are a historic first. 

In Canada, March is Taras Shev- 
chenko Month. “Do not miss this 
historic North American pres- 
entation in celebration of Shev- 
chenko!” says Andriy Hladyshev- 
sky, President, Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 
“Together for the first time, these 
two cultural institutions bring over 
150 years of performance history 
and excellence to the stage.” 

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
of North America (UBC) has had 
Taras Shevchenko as its patron 
for almost all its 100-year history. 
Furthermore, musical works ar- 
ranged around the words of Shev- 
chenko’s poems have been central 
to the UBC’s repertoire. Through 


Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
Easter Workshops & Classes 


IntrotoPysanka  OrnatePysanka 
March 25, 2017 March 25, 2017 
9:00 a.m, to 12200 p,m. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 


Etched Pysanka Trypillian Pysanka 
March 25, 2017 March 25, 2017 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Butter Lambs 
April 9, 2017 
1:00 pm. to 3:00 p.m, 


Easter Market 


| SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017 
10 AM TO 4 PM 


ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique 
9534 - 87 Street, Edmonton 


Come and get everything you need for Easter! 
Pysanke Supplies, Разка, Babka, Paska Toppers, 
Basket Covers, Beeswax Candles, Butter Lamb 

Easter Outfits, Easter Cards, Cookbooks, 4 
Wood Pysanky, Original Pysanky, 


4S 


Register Now! 
780-488-8558 or info@acuarts.ca 
www.acuarts.ca | 9534-87 Street, Edmonton 
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the strings of their banduras and 
male voice chorus, the UBC has 
brought to life the already-moving 
lyrics penned by Ukraine’s national 
poet. Since the UBC’s inception in 
1918, songs like Reve ta Stohne, 
Dumy Moyi, and Zapovit along 
with dozens of his other poems 
have been performed by the UBC 
in concert halls across North Amer- 
ica, Western Europe, Ukraine and 
Australia. A recently released UBC 
recording, ‘Brothers, We Shall 
Live’ - "Брати, будем жити!" 
(2015) is dedicated exclusively 
to songs arranged to the words of 
Shevchenko’s poems. 

“We are excited to share the stage 
with the Ukrainian Shumka Dan- 
cers, an organization who shares our 
passion for Ukrainian history, song 
and music,” says UBC Artistic Dir- 
ector and Conductor Oleh Mahlay. 
“Shumka’s Kobzar brings to life the 
importance of Taras Shevchenko to 
people of Ukraine and around the 
world. This is close to home for 
us, 5 songs written to the words of 
Shevchenko’s poems have been a 
core part of our repertoire since our 
beginnings a century ago. It is truly 
fitting the great artistic and spiritual 
legacy of the great Ukrainian bard 
brings our two storied ensembles 
together — and reminding us, more 
than two centuries after his birth, the 
deep impact Shevchenko can still 
have on humanity.” 

Also inspired by Shevchenko, 
the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers’ 
newest piece, entitled Kobzar, uses 
folk and character dance to bring 
his poignant message to the stage. 
A kobzar was an itinerant Ukrain- 
ian bard who sang to his own ac- 
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www.EdmontonDreamHomes.com 
sold@EdmontonDreamHomes.com 
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UKRAINIAN NEWS FILE PHOTO - MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Scene from 5йитка 5 2016 premiere of Kobzar. 


Excitement building for 
Shumka/Bandurist Kobzar 


companiment played on a multi- 
stringed bandura or kobza. Kobzar 
is also the name of Shevchenko’s 
famous book of poems, often re- 
ferred to as his ‘literary monu- 
ment to freedom.’ Its first editions 
— published in 1840 — were cen- 
sored by the czar, but prevailed to 
play a key role in galvanizing the 
Ukrainian identity even to this day. 

“Taras Shevchenko was an artist, 
a poet...a visionary. He was — and 
remains — the conscience and the 
voice of the Ukrainian people,” 
says Shumka Creative Director 
John Pichlyk. In Kobzar, Shumka 
wishes to honour the poet’s gift 
and to extend his voice through 
the movement, visuals and music 
of a dance theatre production. The 
vast legacy of Shevchenko’s work 
— specifically, the universal rel- 
evance of his words — inspired 
Shumka to probe not only the 
power of his voice in his own time, 
but to explore its relevance in the 
world today.” 

Basing its narrative on four "рії- 
lars’ of Shevchenko’s thought — 
destiny, soul, courage and hope — 
Shumka explores the timelessness 
of his expression. Premiered in 
April of 2016, Kobzar delves into 
the emotional struggle of many of 
the world’s nations as they strive 
to break free from oppression and 
unite in hope to fulfill their destiny. 
Under the creative direction of 
Shumka’s John Pichlyk, Kobzar’s 
artistic team includes choreograph- 
ic lead Viktor Lytvynov, music 
composer Yuri Shevchenko, cos- 
tume designer Maria Levytska and 
visual artist (for stage projections) 
Valeriy Semenko, 


A жете довіряти 
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The Creative Team: (Top, left to right) Zane Zimmerman, Tanya Pacholok, Lianna Makuch, Larissa Pohoreski, 
Trevor Boyd, Ashlyn Grummett. (Bottom, left to right) Lore Green, Patrick Lundeen, Rae Dunn, Nicholas 
Mayne, Alida Kendell. Not pictured Stephanie Bahniuk 


Makuch presents a riveting tour-de-force 


By Marco Levytsky 

Playwright/Actress Lianna 
Makuch presented a riveting tour- 
de-force with her workshop pro- 
duction Blood of Our Soil at the 
Studio Theatre at the ATB Finan- 
cial Arts Barn in Edmonton, March 
9-11. 

Originally inspired by her Baba, 
Kateryna Hnat Makuch’s, written 
journal chronicling her emigration 
from Ukraine in 1944, the drama 
poses the rhetorical question when 
will Ukraine join “the circle of free 
nations?” by linking both World 
War П and current Russian aggres- 
sion in the Donbas. 

"І first read my Baba’s journal 
five years ago. I was moved by its 
beautiful writing and the theatrical 
nature of her account. A peasant 
from a small farming village in 
Ukraine, my grandmother had little 
formal education, and yet her jour- 
nal is written both eloquently and 
intelligently. More so, I was struck 
by how her political observations, 
written 73 years ago, are unnerv- 
ingly relevant to Ukraine’s current 
political climate,” explains Maku- 
ch in her Playwright Notes. 

“Our country is so beautiful and 
so rich, but, for some reason, so 
unfortunate. How can our land not 
but be fertile, when so much blood, 
both Ukrainian and foreign, has 
continually seeped into it? It shows 
that our enemies love our land 
more than we do, for they fight for 
it ceaselessly... 

“Unfortunately, unrest has con- 
tinued in Ukraine. During the 
Euromaidan riots Ukrainians took 
to Kyiv’s Maidan Nezalezhnosti 
to demonstrate for closer ties with 
the European Union. Shortly after, 
the peaceful protests deteriorated 
to violence. Since then, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has invad- 
ed Crimea, a war is being fought in 
Eastern Ukraine with one side sup- 
ported by the Western World and 
the other by Russia. Over 10,000 
people, soldiers and civilians, have 
been killed in the escalating con- 
flict. So, my Baba’s question still 
rings true and it is a question І 
find myself asking of her ancestral 
homeland: will we live to see that 
moment when Ukraine joins ‘the 
circle of free nations?’,” she adds. 

The workshop production con- 
sists of two parts. The first and 
principal act consists of a mono- 
logue by Makuch in which she 
plays two roles — herself reminis- 
cing about her relationship with 
her baba and her baba’s own recol- 


lections of the flight from Ukraine. 
Her monologue is enhanced by the 
interpretive dance of Trevor Boyd, 
Ashlyn Grummett, Zane Zimmer- 
man as well as the musical inter- 
ludes of Larissa Pohoreski and 
Tanya Pacholok. 

The second, much briefer part is 
set in today’s Donbas as two sis- 
ters (played by Pacholok and Po- 
horesk1) try and hide a baby from 
pro-Russian terrorists in Donbas. 
Boyd plays the part of one such 
armed rebel. 

A workshop production is ac- 
tually a work in progress, as was 
noted by Director Patrick Lundeen 
in his introduction, thus subject to 
change. He urged audience mem- 
bers to give them suggestions how 
to improve the production. 

Several audience members told 
me they thought there was too 
much dance, which they found 
distracting. From my own point 
of view, even though the current 
ending is dramatic, a third part, 
consisting perhaps of a return of 
Makuch to the stage, to further 
emphasize the link between World 
War II and today’s conflict, would 
drill the message home even more 


УКРИЇНСЬКОГІ 


effectively. 

As Makuch herself notes: “I 
hope to draw attention to the crisis 
in Ukraine and demonstrate that 
these struggles have been endured 
for generations. These struggles 
flow through the veins of anyone 
who is a child, or grandchild, of a 
Ukrainian immigrant. The personal 
is political. I hope that this play 
connects to the children and fam- 
ilies of immigrants from all cul- 
tures. We should all consider where 
we come from, what our ancestors 
endured, and we should not ignore 
aggression occurring in countries 
halfway around the world.” 

Other members of the Creative 
Team included Alida Kendell 
(Movement Direction); Marie 
Nychka (Ukrainian Dance Consul- 
tation); Stephanie Bahniuk (Pro- 
duction Design); Nicholas Mayne 
(Projection/Sound Design); Lore 
Green (Stage Management); Mat- 
thew Wishart MacKenzie (Drama- 
turgy) and Andrij Makuch (Journal 
Translation). 

In addition to her stage roles, 
Pohoreski was also responsible for 
Music Direction and Poster Design 
& Artwork. 


Orfor something different. : Puime Pils Buff : 


You are invited to attend the first annual 
A Taste of Decore. April 29, 12-3 p.m. 


Northgate Lions Seniors Recreation Centre, 
7524-139 Ave NW 


Showcasing the community organizations, schools 
and businesses that call Edmonton-Decore home. 
Admission to the event is free of charge. 
All are welcome. 


i MLA, Edmonton-Decore, 


ITALIAN 
BUFFET 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


SALAD BAR 
ENTREE 
& DESSERT 
BUFFET | 


Alberta’s finest beef with a spectacular 


- Executive Chef feast of salads, entrées & desserts 
LORNE SOLES - Saturday 5:00 - 8:30 pm 
“presents ||| aes : 
: Вино 
Fresh fruits, salads, hot entrées, omelette 
and waffle station & desserts 


_ Sunday 10:45 am - 2:00 pm = 
М 


GAL tinanh ТУР» Rant 
Royal Coach Dining Room 


11727 


Kingsway NW Edmonton AB TSG ЗАЇ 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 


ПИ 06 
РІЗЬКЛРСТКА 


Treasures of Ukrainian Wood Carvings 


Fine Art Exhibit and Sale 


ск Apri heat 2y 2017 о 


Saturday: її am - 4 pm, Sunday : 12 noon-4 pm 
Нині нарогиту Sammy worn 4 2°30 ori 


Stage Performences: 1-3 pm both days 
Pysanka Workshop: 1-4 pm both days - $10 
Marusia’s Kitchen 


вомікодній РОЗПРОДАЖ 


Ni Hal Obes ВМ 


ЕЛ ОУН орі, АТС я 


Admission by Donation 
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Учасники Концерту української музики юних талантів 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, March 16 - 29, 16 - 29 березня, 2017 


Відбувся Концерт української музики юних талантів 


Марія Дитиняк, Член УМТА 

В неділю 5-го березня 2017 р. в одній із заль музичної 
консерваторії Альберта Коледж відбувся Концерт укра- 
їнської музики в якому виконавцями музики були діти 
і молодь, які вивчають музику в різних едмонтонських 
учителів, в свойому репертуарі включають українську 
музику. На цьому концерті вони мають нагоду не тільки 
заграти твір над яким працювали але і послухати інші 
твори українських композиторів. 

В залі пролунала музика різних жанрів, стилів, оброб- 


Ukrainian 
Music 
Society 

of Alberta 


ки народних пісень, оригінальні твори слідуючих KOM- 
позиторів - М. Кравців-Барабаш, І Беркович, А. Єдлічка, 
Tl. Деряжний, В. Кирейко, М. Леонтович, В. Стівенс, С. 
Майкапар, В. Мороз, І. Повалячек, Р. Савицький, П. Чай- 
ковський, І. Тарнавська. 

Як звичайно, найбільше виконавців це молоді піяністи 
- Юлія Білий, Роман Бойко, Лелія Британ, Калина Бри- 
тан, Зоряна Денисенко, Лія Войцік, Анна Лепкий, Вікто- 
рія Попович, Лукіян Подільський, Стефан Подільський, 
Любомир Сорока. 


Українське 
Музичне 
Товариство 
Альберти 


СЕМІНАР УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ХОРОВИХ ДИРИГЕНТІВ 
UKRAINIAN CHORAL CONDUCTORS’ SEMINAR 


_ July 14 - 23, 2017 at St. John’s Institute in Edmonton, Alberta 


Наша мета: Дати заавансованим і новим диригентам свіжий огляд 
скарбів великої української хорової спадщини. 


Our Goal: To give established and aspiring conductors a fresh exposure to 
the treasure of the great Ukrainian choral heritage. 


Instructors: 


Maestro Laurence Ewashko, Ottawa 


Rev. Dr. Taras Koberynko, Ukraine 
Irena Szmihelsky, Edmonton 
Irena Tarnawsky, Edmonton 


Seminar Lectures to include the following topics: 
* Individual/Private Conducting Lessons 
* Practical work with the Seminar Choir/Rehearsal Techniques 
* Score Analysis 
* Choral Musicianship 
* Vocal Technique 
* Liturgical Music 


Репертуар включатиме слідуючі жанри: 
Духовні, народні, сучасні й оритінальні/авторські твори. 


Repertoire will include the following genres: 
Sacred works, folk arrangements, contemporary and original compositions 


Seminar Fees: 


$375 Early Bird by May 31, 2017 


$450 after May 31, 2017 


Deadline: June 15, 2017 


On-site accommodations available at St. John’s Institute www.stjohnsinstitute.com. 


Please contact the Institute directly. 


Contact Luba Boyko-Bell at info@umsacanada.com or 780.469.4890 
www.umsacanada.com 


Фортепіянові сольові виступи були переплетані грою 
на інших інструментах - скрипалі Тарас Лепкий і Со- 
фія Лепкий, бандуристи - Симон Поясок і група "Бан- 
дуристи Молодці" (Катлін Гансен, Касі Гоним, Ларисса 
Ковальчик). 

Всі виконавці були добре підготовлені. У вищих кля- 
сах було цікаво слухати добру інтерпретацію і глибоке 
зрозуміння ідеї поодиноких творів. 

Варто згадати учителів, інструкторів, які зуміли заохо- 
тити своїх учнів до вивчення цікавої і гарної української 
музики, а це - Марія Дитиняк, д-р Андрій Горняткевич, 
Амелія Камінська, Алла Рексон, Грина Тарнавська. 

Гарно оформлена програмка концерту (Ірина Тарнав- 
ська) поміщувала також цікаві інформації про кожного 
композитора, якого твори виконували виконавці. 

Тринадцять літ наше товариство організує ці приємні і 
корисні концерти бо віримо, що праця з молоддю є дуже 
важлива для нашої громади. Всі виконавці з приємністю 
і завзяттям виконували твори українських композиторів, 
а батьки висловлювали свою подяку товариству, що вка- 
зує, що цей проєкт має велику майбутність. 

Голова товариства Люба Бойко-Белл роздала кожному 
виконавцеві відповідну грамоту, подякувала їм за гарну 
гру, всім присутнім за увагу і підтримку праці товари- 
ства і запросила всіх на майбутні наші проєкти. 


У Празі відбулася 
акція СТораї 
Shevchenko 


(Радіо Свобода) -У столиці Чехії Празі у четвер 
біля пам'ятника Тарасові Шевченку відбулася акція 
Global Shevchenko у рамках міжнародного флешмобу, 
присвяченого річниці від дня народження Кобзаря: 
Як передає кореспондент Радіо Свобода, кількадесят 
представників української громади зачитали улюблені 
вірші культового українського поета. 

«Практично кожен вірш Шевченка - це, як зараз 
модно казати, меседж усім нам. Читати Тараса, знати 
Тараса i, головне, пам'ятати Тараса - це завдання 
кожного українця. Я переконаний, що ті, хто захищають 
Україну на Сході, мають при собі збірочку його послань 
нам, українцям, яка допомагає їм, як 1 Біблія, вижити у 
цій нелегкій боротьбі», - сказав у своїй промові посол 
України у Чеській Республіці Євген Перебийніс. 

Глава  Українсько-католицької церкви Святослав 
(Шевчук) продекламував відомий вірш Тараса Шевченка 
із циклу «В казематі» «Мені однаково» і наголосив на 
тому, що Кобзар є тією особою, яка гуртує українців. 

«Пробудження серед окраденості - це є щось, що ми 
переживаємо сьогодні. Ase йому тоді - понад 150 років 
тому - не було однаково. Нехай це не буде однаково і 
вам. Не будьмо байдужими, бо байдужість вбиває», — 
зазначив глава УГКЦ 

До акції Global Shevchenko долучилось понад 3500 
учасників із щонайменше 25 країн світу, серед яких 
Канада, США, Куба, країни ЄС, Азербайджан, Вірменія, 
Греція, Грузія, Йорданія та Китай. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські 


вісті, March 16 - 29, 16 - 29 березня, 2017 
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SUSK President Cassian Soltykevych with members of the newly formed ‘Ukrainian Youth in Vancouver.’ 


SUSK engages BC 
youth community 


(SUSK)—SUSK is delighted to welcome and 
introduce its newest Ukrainian Student Organization 
(USO): Ukrainian Youth in Vancouver. 

The newly established USO is the first Ukrainian 
student organization located in Vancouver for over a 
decade, effectively creating linkages between Ukrain- 
ian youth all across Canada. 

“We are excited to start a new student organiza- 
tion and connect ourselves with the British Col- 
umbian Ukrainian community,” remarked SUSK 
President Cassian Soltykevych, “as this connection 
will help broaden SUSK’s reach, connect us with 


another province, and better understand the dynam- 
ics of our brothers and sisters who have recently 
immigrated from Ukraine. I look forward to work- 
ing with the newly elected Executive of Ukrainian 
Youth in Vancouver.” 

SUSK would like to thank all of the young Ukrain- 
ians in Vancouver for taking charge in their local com- 
munity and contributing to the rich Ukrainian youth 
movement across Canada. As well, SUSK would like 
to thank OWL — Open World Learning and Dr. Svit- 
lana Kominko for her assistance and support in mak- 
ing the creation of this USO possible. 


BCU Foundation invests in 
Canadian History Hall 


(BCU Foundation)—The Canadian Museum of 
History is pleased to announce that BCU Founda- 
tion is donating $100,000 in support of the Museum’s 
new signature exhibition, the Canadian History Hall. 
The Hall will be the largest, most comprehensive and 
engaging exhibition about Canadian history ever cre- 
ated. It opens July 1, 2017 as Canadians celebrate the 
150th anniversary of Confederation. 

BCU Foundation is a leading Ukrainian-Canadian 
charitable institution which promotes the vibrant 
growth and long-term development of the Ukrainian- 
Canadian community. Launched in 2006, the founda- 
tion delivers assistance to cultural and educational 
endeavors in Canada. 

“The generous support of BCU Foundation will 
help the Museum tell the remarkable story of Canada 
and its people to present and future generations,” said 
Mark O’Neill, President and CEO of the Canadian 
Museum of History. “This will be an important and 
enduring gift to all Canadians.” 

“BCU Foundation is proud to make this significant 
investment in the Canadian History Hall. We are hon- 
oured to support the Museum as it celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of Confederation,” said Roman Medyk, 
BCU Foundation Chair. “Our contribution to the Hall 
will honour the generations of Ukrainian-Canadians 


who helped build, enrich and shape this country, and 
will provide a lasting legacy for all Canadians to cele- 
brate our rich diversity.” 

The Canadian History Hall presents Canada’s story 
as it’s never been seen before. Visitors will encounter 
Canada’s national history, as told through the diverse 
experiences and perspectives of the real people who 
lived it, bringing together a collective story of conflict, 
struggle and loss, and also of success, achievement 
and hope. This new signature exhibition illuminates 
the enduring legacy of Canada’s past —a legacy that is 
alive, relevant and continually unfolding in the Can- 
ada we know today. 

The Hall’s development is being funded by the 
federal government and contributions from private 
donors across the country. 

Located on the shores of the Ottawa River in Gati- 
neau, Quebec, the Canadian Museum of History attracts 
over 1.2 million visitors each year. The Museum’s prin- 
cipal role is to enhance Canadians’ knowledge, under- 
standing and appreciation of the events, experiences, 
people and objects that have shaped Canada’s history 
and identity, as well as to enhance Canadians’ awareness 
of world history and culture. Work of the Canadian His- 
tory Museum is made possible in part through financial 
support of the Government of Canada. 
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Himka’s accusations 
against the OUN and 
the UPA are baseless 


Cont. from P. 7 


psychological stretch. Ukrainian policemen in Volyn, Western Ukraine, 
learned to kill while in the Nazis’ employ and then used that savagery and 
tactics on their own when they joined the UPA. Some 4,000 Ukrainian 
policemen deserted the Germans in 1943 in Volyn and joined the UPA. 


According to Himka that made them killers. Forget evidence or some | 


psychological expertise to validate that theory. 

Himka’s sources are two type: Soviet/Russian documents and witness 
testimony (actually written monologues with no questioning as to accur- 
acy or veracity). 

As to the latter he offers as evidence memoirs, statements and even 
video provided by Holocaust survivors and preserved today in various 
locations such as the archives of the Jewish Historical Institute in Po- 
land, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, USC Visual Shoah 
Foundation Visual History Archives, etc. As one example Himka offers 
the memoirs of one Jacob Biber whose cousin had told him about UPA 
men whom he did not trust because there were too many killers among 
them and later the cousin told Biber that he knew a girl who had gone to 
work for them and then was found shot dead and then his cousin told him 
to be careful because the UPA men were killing any Jews they could find. 
Later in his article Himka acknowledged that the actual name of UPA did 
not show up anywhere, but the cousin and Biber referred to the men as 
“Bulbas”, a leader of the Ukrainian insurgency. This memoir is charac- 
teristic of the evidence relied upon by Himka in his accusations. Jacob 
Biber wrote a memoir which referred to something he never personally 
witnessed, only heard from his cousin and even then, there is no way of 
knowing whether the cousin witnessed it or whether he heard about from 
yet another witness. Himka stresses that this should be believed because 
there is more similar testimony, even though the accusations against the 
UPA are in fact few considering the voluminous transcripts available 
from the archives of the various repositories. Frankly, speaking Biber’s 
memoirs cited by Himka may be interesting reading, but they do not qual- 
ify as evidence. 

The second type of evidence comes from Soviet Russian publications 


containing protocols of Soviet interrogation of alleged OUN ог UPA_ 


members who impugn their organization or leaders with allegations of 
events or references to OUN or UPA documents which are apparently 
damning. But Himka does not bother to attempt to corroborate with docu- 
ments from genuine OUN archives. In order to legitimize these proto- 
cols Himka disingenuously makes reference to Litopys UPA, a legitimate 
publication of former UPA members who included the calumny in their 
publication for the purpose of showing Soviet disinformation against the 
UPA and did not offer it for its truth. Himka knows this and intentionally 
attempts to mislead when he references the UPA Litopys. Yet he is select- 
ive in referencing the UPA Litopys and purports to be objective, while 
ignoring any documents which rebut the Soviet sources upon which he 
most heavily relies. 


Each опе of Himka’s allegations and references can be impeached in _ 


similar fashion. Unfortunately, his revisionist writings have little to do 
with historiography, seeking the truth, ethics or objectivity. His disinfor- 
mation does not honor the memory of the victims of the Holocaust. How- 
ever, Himka is not the only one at fault here. Were this baseless nonsense 
not published, Himka and others like him would be out of work and bereft 
of an audience. Himka is engaged because the aims of his sometime bene- 
factors and publishers are questionable as well. The accusations against 
the OUN and the UPA are baseless and this smear campaign dishonors 
all like the OUN and UPA who died fighting against both the Nazis and 
the Soviets, as Theodore Zev Weiss would have said, for a world without 
fear, without prejudice-a peaceful world. 

Ed. Note: Prior to publishing this piece, we asked Mr. Lozynskyj to send 
us a copy of the original article by Prof. Himka, in order to determine for 
ourselves whether his comments were justified. Having read the original 
we decided this commentary was worthy of publication. 


EU extends sanctions over 
Russia’s Crimea annexation 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—The European Union has extended sanctions against doz- 
ens of individuals and entities over Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Cri- 
mean Peninsula. 

EU ambassadors agreed on March 13 to prolong the sanctions against 
150 individuals and 37 entities that, according to Brussels, are respon- 
sible for actions against Ukraine’s territorial integrity. 

The existing sanctions were due to expire on March 15. 

Asset freezes and visa bans were first imposed by the EU in March 
2014 after Russia illegally annexed Crimea. Those sanctions have been 
continued and expanded by a series of additional votes by EU officials in 
Brussels 

The official sanctions list includes Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitry Rogozin, President Vladimir Putin’s adviser Sergei Glazyev, Rus- 
sian Armed Forces General Staff chief Valery Gerasimov, and Dmitry 
Kiselyov, who many regard as the Kremlin’s chief propagandist. 

There also are 37 entities targeted by EU sanctions. They include com- 
panies active in Crimea and military battalions formed by Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. 


The EU’s economic sanctions against Russia’s energy, military, and>~ 


financial sectors are up for renewal in June. 
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«Розслідування від 


Новий корупційний 
скандал в Україні 


(Радіо Свобода) -Згідно з декларацією за 2015 рік, перший заступник 
голови СБУ, який очолює Головне управління по боротьбі з корупцією 
та організованою злочинністю Павло Демчина офіційно мешкає у 
відомчому гуртожитку СБУ, не маючи власного житла, машини або 
заощаджень. При цьому, за даними журналістів програми «Слідство. 
Інфо», цивільна дружина і мати трьох дітей чиновника — 35-річна Ольга 
Воловчук - є власницею елітних автомобілів і живе в розкішному 
заміському маєтку, повідомляє «Громадське телебачення». 


За даними «Слідства.Інфо», 


Ольга Воловчук є цивільною 


дружиною Павла Демчини, яку він щонайменше протягом п'яти 


років ретельно приховує від громадськості. 


У Ольги Воловчук доволі пристойний автопарк. Range Rover 2016 
року вартістю близько 100 тисяч доларів, Mercedes-Benz 2016 року, 
ціна якого також тягне не менше ніж на 100 тисяч доларів, Mazda 


2014 року та скромніший Реицреої 2012 року випуску. 
«На території 


маєтку Ha ШПетропавлівській Борщагівці, 3 
якого виїхав позашляховик Ольги Воловчук, окрім великого 
двоповерхового будинку, також розташовані господарська будівля, 


критий басейн та альтанка. За схожі об'єкти в цьому районі наразі 
просять до 10 мільйонів гривень», - йдеться в розслідуванні. 
При цьому будинок не значиться в державному реєстрі нерухомості, 


офіційно встановити його власника практично неможливо. 


«Підтвердити, що родина Павла Демчини мешкає саме в цьому 


маєтку, допомогла племінниця Ольги Воловчук. Дівчина на ім'я 
Юлія навчається в Києві та живе в гуртожитку, Проте на її сторінках 
у соціальних мережах чимало світлин, зроблених саме в тому маєтку, 
з якого виїжджала на Range Rover матір дітей Павла Демчини», — 
зазначають журналісти. 


Сам Демчина, якого помітили біля цього ж маєтку, категорично 


Також повідомляється, що  Воловчук 


спростовує причетність до власності: «Скажіть, будь ласка, це Ваш 
будинок? - Hi. - А що ви там робите? - Періодично його відвідую. - A 
кого саме там відвідуєте? - Дітей, там живуть мої діти, скажімо так». 

володіє 


земельною 


ділянкою, яка розташована недалеко від їхнього родинного маєтку в 
Петропавлівській Борщагівці, там активно ведеться будівництво. 


Офіційно Воловчук досі прописана в квартирі батьків на 


Рівненщині, де на неї зареєстрована фірма, яка спеціалізується на 
торгівлі фармацевтичними препаратами. Фірма зареєстрована в тій 
же батьківській квартирі і не веде активної діяльності. 


Зазначається також, що протягом кількох останніх років мати 


Демчина - пенсіонерка Ніна Демчина - стала власницею 3-кімнатної 
квартири в новобудові у Рівному та будинку на 170 квадратних 
метрів у передмісті обласного центру. 


«Жодних офіційних джерел доходу, які би дозволили купувати 


елітні автівки i нерухомість ні в самого генерала, ані у матері його 
дітей розшукати не вдалося. Відповіді на наш запит від СБУ запит 
з проханням пояснити походження статків його родини так і не 
отримали», - зазначено в розслідуванні. 


У ЗМІ сорокарічного генерал-майора ШДемчину називають 


наближеним до президентського фаворита Ігоря Кононенка та 
«смотрящим» за СБУ від партії влади. 


Як зазначив народний депутат від BI] Сергій Лещенко, Демчина 


був пов'язаний з «горіховою мафією», яка силами СБУ блокує 
експорт українського горіха в Європу, вимагає «відкати» за це. 


В кінці 2016 року СБУ запідозрила у фінансуванні тероризму 


дві компанії, які імпортують в Україну сировину, на підставі чого 
заблокувала роботу відразу 16 трейдерів зрідженого газу. 


Засловами Лещенка, таким чином СБУ намагалася зачистити ринок 


для окремих фірм. Зокрема, направила в Міністерство економічного 
розвитку лист з вимогою накласти санкції на найбільших імпортерів, 
підписаний першим заступником голови СБУ. 


«Це подання від СБУ за підписом особисто Павла Демчини, він 


Згодом Лещенко написав на своїй сторінці 
«Слідство.Інфо», 


особисто контролював весь цей процес», - зазначає Лещенко. 


у Facebook: 


після якого мала бути 


відставка. Павло Демчина - це обличчя нинішньої влади. Керує 
СБУ за спиною в голови служби Грицака. Підпорядковується своєму 
куратору Грановському. Кошмарить бізнес. Власне майно оформлене 
на підставних осіб. Саме він особистим підписом блокував 
незалежних трейдерів скрапленого газу начебто за «фінансування 
тероризму», зачищаючи ринок для Медведчука. Чотиримісячні 
простої коштували мільйонних збитків компаніям. Вважаю, вони 
мають тепер вимагати компенсації. Тільки боюсь, що Демчина 
нічого не зможе заплатити - за документами, генерал-майор СБУ 
досі мешкає... в гуртожитку. Будемо ініціювати розслідування НАБУ 
щодо цього «діяча». Скучили за шоу «звернутих у покривало». 

декларацій 
— співробітників. Силовики пояснюють це тим, що ця інформація може 
становити державну таємницю, Нині антикорупціонери позиваються 
проти Служби безпеки України в суді: вимагають оприлюднити 
декларації статків, які віднедавна опинилися під грифом «таємно». У 
понеділок відбулося перше засідання в Окружному адміністративному 
суді Києва у справі «Центр протидії корупції проти Служби безпеки 


СБУ категорично 0 заперечує 0 проти 


України». Активісти 


публікації 


звинувачують відомство у протиправному 


засекреченні інформації про статки працівників і створенні незаконного, 


як вони стверджують, реєстру майнових декларацій. 


Раніше програма «Схеми», спільний проект Радіо Свобода та 
телеканал «ШПА:Перший», повідомляли, що фірми, які почали 
імпортувати великі обсяги зрідженого газу з Росії після того, як СБУ 
ініціювала застосування санкцій до 16 інших компаній-імпортерів, 
пов'язані з Віктором Медведчуком, а також мають опосередковане 


відношення до кондитерської корпорації «Рошен». 


6 лютого Міністерство економічного розвитку i 
- заборонило (з 18 березня цього року) імпорт зрідженого газу 16 


великим українським компаніям i 8 фірмам-нерезидентам. 


торгівлі 
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«Ми молимося за об'єднання 
українського православ'я» — 
глава УГКЦ Святослав Шевчук 


Наталія Чурікова, Радіо Свобода 

Гість передачі «Ваша Свобода»: Святослав 
(Шевчук), верховний архієпископ  Києво- 
Галицький, митрополит Київський, предстоятель 
Української греко-католицької церкви. 

Наталія Чурікова: Вітаю Вас, Ваше Блаженство 
у Празі, де Ви вже не вперше, але вперше як автор 
книжки «Майдан і греко-католики в Україні», яка 
була перекладена чеською мовою і видана у Празі. 

У Чехії пильно стежили за подіями в Україні 
i я пригадую, як під час Майдану доводилося 
по кілька разів на тиждень коментувати те, що 
відбувалося у Києві на Чеському телебаченні. 
I колеги все шукали, чи там були екстремісти. І 
коли я розповідала про те, що це була мирна акція 
людей, які знову віднайшли свою гідність і що 
на Майдані присутні практично всі конфесії, і 
люди моляться щогодини, то я зустрічала якийсь 
порожній погляд. Чи Вам вдалося пояснити, чому 
Майдан був справді важливий для України і не 
лише для України? 

- Феномен Майдану для багатьох є загадкою. 
Багато хто має спокусу маніпулювати цими подіями 
чи почуттями, які виникали. Але Майдан поставив 
дуже високі моральні вимоги і перед українським 
суспільством назагал, і перед християнами, перед 
церквами зокрема. 

Революція Гідності була нічим іншим, як 
виявом, з одного боку, християнських, суспільних 
цінностей, які ми називаємо європейськими, а з 
іншого - саме ці події винесли на всеукраїнську 
дискусію ключові моменти соціальної доктрини 
церкви. I саме повага до гідності людської особи є 
найпершим принципом такої доктрини. 

- У кривому дзеркалі гібридної війни винний 
у кровопролитті не той, хто почав агресію, а той, 
хто почав оборонятися. Чи Вам не доводиться 
чути звинувачення, що церква, яка пішла за своєю 
паствою в окопи, підтримує війну? 

— Це звинувачення звучало з дуже високих 
трибун, зокрема навіть в контексті папського 
Синоду 2014 року, де голова відділу зовнішніх 
церковних відносин Московського патріархату 
прямо сказав, що «уніати 1 розкольники» є 
причиною війни в Україні. Хоча знаємо, що 
Україна у тих обставинах є жертвою зовнішньої 
несправедливої агресії. Сьогодні не існує в 
Україні жодної сили, навіть церковної, яка могла 
би вивести на Майдани мільйони людей. Так було 
і в кінці 2013 року. 

Сьогодні, коли ми зі своїм народом навіть 
на передовій, дуже часто закидають, що ми 
підтримуємо тільки одну частину українського 
суспільства, таким чином де-факто підтримуємо 
«тромадянський конфлікт». Такими термінами 
сьогодні оперує агресор, який має на меті з жертви 
зробити винного у війні. 

Насправді жодна з українських церков ніколи не 
підтримувала жодної агресії, ненависті і ніколи не 
підтримувалавійни. В часи Майдану Всеукраїнська 
рада церков намагалася все зробити, щоб зберегти 
характер мирного протесту, не допустити агресії 
влади проти людей на Майдані. Нам цього не 
вдалося. Ми були з тими людьми, які готові були 
віддати своє життя за справедливість. 

Так само і сьогодні - всі українські церкви, 
навіть у TOMY числі і церква Московського 
патріархату хоче бути поруч із солдатами, які 
захищають Україну. Майдан - це не був якийсь 
«націоналістичний переворот», бо говорив 
різними мовами, молився різними мовами, були 
присутні  священнослужителі різних церков, 
представники різних національностей. І сьогодні 
солдати, які захищають Україну, у великій частині 
розмовляють російською. Це не тільки моральне 
право, але й громадянський обов'язок. Тому 
церква поруч. Наші військові капелани поділяють 
з ними всі тяготи військового часу, є і в радості, 1 
в смутку і з ними, і з їхніми родинами. 

- Що ви можете зробити для пастви, яка 
залишилася на окупованих територіях - в Криму, 
на Донбасі i в самій Росії? 

- Найперше - ми є разом з ними. На окупованій 
території присутні наші священики. Це був наш 
вибір. По ту лінію розмежування залишилося 

11 парохій. I не всі вони сьогодні функціонують 
належним чином. Але є чотири священики, які 
душпастирюють у Луганську i Донецьку. Є п'ять 


Патріях Святослав (Шевчук) 


наших парохій у Криму, які вдалося зберегти і 
захистити, навіть за допомогою дипломатичного 
втручання у справу римської Апостольської 
столиці. Один із видів служіння - просто бути 
поруч, з іншого боку - бути голосом людей 
і містком, який єднає ті території з великою 
українською родиною. 

- Чи можливе існування сильної православної 
церкви поруч із сильною кгреко-католицькою 
церквою? 

- Сильні українські церкви є силою українського 
суспільства і народу. Треба нам взаємно побажати, 
щоб всі церкви в Україні стали сильними, щоб 
Україна навіть у своєму новому історичному 
періоді лишилася християнською державою. 

УГКЦ ніколи не була державною, але завжди 
була церквою свого народу, який більше 300 
років не мав своєї держави. У різних історичних 
моментах наша церква перебирала силою факту 
певні функції держави. Ми ніколи не були і не 
хочемо бути простим інструментом в руках чи то 
політиків, чи державної машини. Ми хочемо мати 
свободу сказати правду і політикам, і державним 
чиновникам. 

Співіснування різних церков в Україні - один 
із елементів держбезпеки. Сьогодні Україна 
є поліконфесійним суспільством. I є дуже 
небезпечно, коли держава починає фаворизувати 
одну церкву. Це створює напругу у релігійному 
суспільстві. Засада відокремлення церкви від 
держави є досить позитивною і має зберігатися 
в українському суспільстві незалежно, які вітри 
віють на тому владному Олімпі. 

Я дуже стурбовано дивлюся на внутрішні кризи, 
які переживають православні церкви, зокрема 
УПЦ (МП). Дуже багато людей відходять від 
церкви. Частина собі шукає іншої церкви, але 
велика частина людей розчаровується. Якщо 
сучасна людина відчуває себе зрадженою своєю 
церквою, то у неї виникає недовіра до будь- 
якої іншої. Сьогодні дуже часто можна почути 
в Україні вираз: а, всі ті попи однакові! Це дуже 
небезпечний феном, феномен секуляризації, 
втрачання моральних орієнтирів. 

Ми не втручаємося у внутрішньо православні 
процеси, хоча молимося заоб'єднання українського 
православ'я, працюємо над тим, щоб була 
відновлена єдність всіх церков Володимирового 
хрещення, щоб можна було говорити про 
існування єдиної помісної церкви в Україні. 
Ми повинні втілювати християнські цінності в 
життя українського суспільства. Як ми займемося 
своїми вузькокорпоративними питаннями, будемо 
воювати за владу, майно, сфери впливу, то зрадимо 
потреби українського суспільства і не виконаємо 
своєї місії - навчати людей Божому слову. 

- Чи Ви хотіли б об'єднати всіх українців греко- 
католиків під одним омофором? 

- Моє служіння не обмежується Київською 
митрополією чи територією України. Я очолюю 
церкву, яка є глобальною. Церкву глобального 
масштабу зробили саме наші емігранти, рознесли 
церкву по всіх континентах - Північна i Південна 
Америка, Австралія, Західна Європа, Росія, 
Казахстан. Ми сьогодні відкриваємо вірних у 
Японії, в Китаї, в Африці, на Близькому Сході. 
Нашим прагненням не є мати владу над усіма 
українцями греко-католиками по цілому світі, 
а мати необхідні ресурси, щоб кожен українець 
греко-католик мав можливість доступу до свого 
священика. 
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Growing list of Trump camp contacts |Г дек 
with Russians haunts White House | 


By Rosalind 5. Helderman, 
Washington Post, March 4, 2017 

Two days after the presidential election, a Russian 
official speaking to a reporter in Moscow offered a 
Surprising acknowledgment: The Kremlin had been in 
contact with Donald Trump’s campaign. 

The claim, coming amid allegations that Russia 
had interfered with the election, was met with an 
immediate no-wiggle-room, blanket denial from 
Trump’s spokeswoman. “It never happened,” Hope 
Hicks told the Associated Press at the time. “There 
was no communication between the campaign and any 
foreign entity during the campaign.” 

In fact, it is now clear it did happen. 

The past few days have brought a growing list of 
confirmed communications between Trump campaign 
aides and Russian officials, with each new revelation 
adding to a cloud of suspicion that hangs over the White 
House as critics demand an independent investigation. 

Trump’s team has offered various explanations for 
the meetings: Some encounters, they have said, were 
brief, no more than casual, polite introductions. Others 
involved the routine diplomacy common for officials 
surrounding a candidate for the nation’s highest office. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions, who was an early 
Trump campaign adviser, said his two interactions 
with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak, first 
reported this week by The Washington Post, came in 
his role as a senator, not as a campaign surrogate. 

It is unclear why the White House has consistently 
denied contacts with Russian officials if the meetings 
that took place were innocuous. 

As a result, the confirmations of the encounters 
have trickled out through a series of news stories that 
have proved increasingly damaging to the Trump 
administration, with some Trump associates appearing 
to shift their accounts over time. 

Already, Michael Flynn was forced to resign as 
national security adviser as a result of his post- 
election contacts with Kislyak. This week, the White 
House confirmed that those conversations included 
a brief meeting alongside Trump’s son-in-law and 
senior adviser, Jared Kushner, at Trump Tower in New 
York in December. White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders on Friday termed that discussion 
merely a “courtesy meeting.” 

Sessions has now recused himself from oversight of 
any investigation of Trump’s ties to Moscow and is 
facing calls to step down as a result of his statement, 
during his January confirmation hearing, that he had 
not had any contacts with the Russians. 

On Friday, Sanders dismissed the brewing questions. 
“The big point here is the president himself knows 
what his involvement was, and that’s zero,” she said. 

Nevertheless, the recent revelations have made 
the post-election comments from the Russian official 
newly relevant. 

Those comments came from Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov, who told the Interfax news 
agency in November that “there were contacts” with 
Trump’s aides. 

“Obviously,” Ryabkov said, “we know most of the 
people from his entourage.” 

As the Trump campaign rejected the assertion, other 
Russian officials said any communications would 
have been routine and offered to Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign as well — a contention 
denied at the time by a Clinton aide. 

Nearly all of the contacts that have emerged so far 
were with Kislyak, the affable Russian ambassador in 
Washington who is known as a consummate networker. 

Kislyak appears to have worked to cultivate a 
relationship with the Trump campaign, starting his 
outreach even before Trump was thought likely to win 
the GOP nomination. 

In April, Kislyak popped up at the Mayflower 
Hotel, where he was seated in the front row at one of 
Trump’s first major foreign policy addresses. During 
the speech, Trump offered a forceful promise that he 
would seek better relations with Russia. 

“I believe an easing of tensions and improved 
relations with Russia — from a position of strength 
only — is possible, absolutely possible,” he said. 

The event’s host, Dimitri K. Simes, president of 
the Center for the National Interest, a foreign policy 
think tank, said Kislyak was one of four ambassadors 
who attended as guests of his group. Simes said he 
introduced Trump and Kislyak in a receiving line at a 
reception before the event, which was also attended by 
Sessions and Kushner, among other Trump aides. 

Simes, who is Russian American and favors warmer 
relations with Moscow, said it is common practice 
for foreign diplomats to try to get to know important 


advisers, like Sessions, to presidential candidates. “Let 
me put it more bluntly: They would be derelict in their 
duty if they didn’t try to get to know him,” Simes said. 

Kislyak was also in attendance at the Republican 
National Convention, where he briefly met Sessions 
after a July 18 Heritage Foundation event attended by 
dozens of diplomats. 

Two days later, Kislyak met with Trump advisers 
Carter Page and J.D. Gordon after a convention- 
related Global Partners in Diplomacy event at Case 
Western Reserve University. 

In an email, Gordon said he briefly spoke to 
Kislyak in a group of diplomats there and also at an 
evening reception. Gordon called it a “brief, informal 
conversation,” during which he repeated public Trump 
statements about improving relations with Russia. 

Page also confirmed his interaction with Kislyak at 
the event to MSNBC on Thursday. Last month, he told 
PBS that he had held “no meetings” with any Russian 
officials during the campaign. 

Those meetings at the Republican convention came 
as questions about Trump’s stance on Russia started to 
seriously enter campaign trail conversation. 

At the time, some GOP delegates were questioning 
the wording of the party platform and whether the 
Trump campaign had intervened to make it more Russia 
friendly. A delegate’s proposal regarding U.S. support 
for Ukraine in its fight against Russia-backed rebels had 
been softened before inclusion in the document. 

Then-campaign manager Paul Manafort, who 
previously was a paid adviser to a pro-Russian 
Ukrainian president, told NBC in August that the 
change “absolutely did not come from the campaign.” 

But this week, Gordon, the Trump campaign 
adviser, offered a different explanation. He said he 
had advocated for the change, believing it to match 
Trump’s views. In an email, he said he had consulted 
about the matter with “campaign policy colleagues” 
before arriving in Cleveland. 

Page’s participation in the July meeting came 13 
days after he drew scrutiny for a July 8 speech he 
delivered in Moscow in which he was critical of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

Page has denied holding substantive meetings with 
Russian officials during that trip but told The Post in 
September that he briefly met and shook hands with 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Arkady Dvorkovich 
after his address. Page told MSNBC on Thursday that 
he held “no material discussions” during the trip. 

Russia’s alleged interference in the U.S. election 
exploded as a public issue a few days after Page and 
Gordon met with Kislyak. On July 22, WikiLeaks 
posted thousands of emails hacked from the Democratic 
National Committee, causing recriminations in the 
party on the eve of its national convention. 

Rather than condemning the possible intervention 
in the election by a foreign power, Trump playfully 
called on the Russians to hack Clinton’s private server 
and locate emails she had deleted. “Russia, if you’re 
listening, I hope you’re able to find the 30,000 emails 
that are missing,” he announced at a July 27 news 
conference. 

Sessions met with Kislyak in his office on Capitol 
Hill on Sept. 8, as U.S. officials were growing more 
concerned about Russia’s role in the election. He 
said Thursday that the meeting came in his role as a 
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
noting that it was one of many such meetings he took 
with diplomats. 

Sanders, the White House spokeswoman, told 
reporters Friday that suspicions about the meeting 
were “pretty unfair” given that Sessions’s senatorial 
duties put him in touch routinely with diplomats. 

But a survey by The Post of all 26 members of the 
committee showed that Sessions was the only one to 
meet one-on-one with Kislyak in 2016. And a Polish 
diplomat who met with Sessions in late spring said he 
did so at Sessions’s request, at least in part because of 
Sessions’s role with Trump. 

“I was aware that Sessions was a senator and at the 
same time somebody close to Donald Trump. I just 
wanted to hear what he wanted to say — any message, 
communication, questions,” said Ryszard Schnepf, 
who was ambassador at the time and has since retired. 
He declined to say what he and Sessions discussed, 
except to say the issues would have been “of interest 
to a senator at the same time as [a surrogate] for 
somebody who is running for president.” 

In a brief interview last month, Kislyak told The 
Post that he had also had communications with Flynn 
before the election. He declined to detail them. “It’s 
something all diplomats do,” he said. 

Greg Miller contributed to this report. 
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Then-Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump waves as his 
campaign manager Paul Manafort speaks with daughter Ivanka Trump. 
(Rick Wilking/Reuters) 


Did Manafort > 


‘knowingly’ have 
people killed? 


Ukrainian attorney calls for probe into 
text message claims that Trump’s former 
manager had a hand in Maidan shootings 


By Chris Sommerfeldt, New York Daily News, March 10, 2017 

A Ukrainian human rights lawyer has reportedly requested an 
investigation into what appear to be text message conversations between 
Paul Manafort’s daughters suggesting their President Trump-connected 
father had a hand in the bloody mass killings carried out by Ukrainian 
security forces in 2014. й > 

Manafort was ousted from his role as Trump’s campaign manager 
over the summer just a few days after it was revealed that he might have 
received over $12 million in illegal payments from disgraced Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Last month, an anonymous hacker website published roughly 300,000 
text messages that were supposedly sent between Manafort’s daughters, 
Andrea and Jessica, and the accusations in the apparent conversations are 
harsh. 

“You know he has killed people in Ukraine? Knowingly,” Andrea 
Manafort apparently wrote to her sister in March 2015, referring to 
their father’s alleged role in the February 2014 police shootings in Kyiv 
that killed over 100 pro-Western protesters in the weeks leading up to 
Yanukovych’s escape. 

Paul Manafort’s daughters had concerns over dad’s ‘blood money’ 

Yanukovych, who’s closely connected to President Vladimir Putin, has 
been hiding in Russia since he fled his home country after his ouster on 
Feb. 22, 2014. He remains wanted on charges of high treason. 

In another text to her sister, Andrea Manafort supposedly claimed 
that their father was behind the “strategy” that Yanukovych allegedly 
implemented in order to have his security forces kill dozens of protesters 
in Kyiv’s Independence Square. 

“Do you know whose strategy that was to cause that, to send those 
people out and get them slaughtered,” Andrea Manafort supposedly 
wrote to her sister, referring to their father. 

“He has no moral or legal compass,” she added. 

Eugenia Zakrevska, a human rights attorney representing the victims of 
the Kyiv killings, submitted a motion on Thursday calling on prosecutors 
to look into whether the hacked texts are authentic. З 

“I call on Mr. Manafort to clarify the allegations contained in the text 
messages and to contact us with any information he may have on those 
events,” Zakrevska told CNN on March 10. 

Ukraine’s special investigations prosecutor Serhiy Gorbatyuk, 
confirmed that the texts will be probed and potentially submitted as 
evidence. “We will check thoroughly to verify if they are real or not,” 
Gorbatyuk told CNN. 

Neither of Manafort’s daughters returned requests for comment from 
the Daily News on March 10. But their father indicated to Politico last 
month that some of the texts were indeed authentic. 

Manafort remains under investigation by several U.S. intelligence 
agencies over alleged kickbacks from the Kremlin-connected 
Yanukovych. The ex-Trump associate started working for Yanukovych 
in 2004 and continued to work for him even after his ouster. 

Manafort is among a number of Trump associates under investigation 
for alleged ties to the Kremlin. Meanwhile, there’s bipartisan support in 
Congress for an independent investigation into the Trump administration’s 
apparent Russia ties. 

In the texts to her sister, Andrea Manafort apparently also claimed their 
father was no stranger to using under-the-radar tricks to communicate 
with Yanukovych officials. 

“I was there when it happened. I saw him on his shady email,” she _ 
allegedly texted. “They don’t write emails. They log on and write in the 
drafts So it’s never transmitted over any servers.” 


Russian TV host Dionis Kaptar speaks to 10-year-old Diana Agureyeva, who moved from 
the Russian-controlled Ukrainian city of Makiyivka to Moscow two years ago. The girl gave 
unexpectedly honest answers to Kaptar 5 leading questions. (Photo by Youtube / Den’ TV) 


Little girl’s honesty rattles 


Russian TV 


By Maria Romanenko, Kyiv Post. 

The honesty of children can slice right 

through Russian propaganda, if given a 
- chance. 

A 10-year-old girl Diana Agureyeva, 
who moved from Ukraine to Moscow two 
years ago, rattled Russia’s Den TV channel 
on March 8 when she told host Dionis 
Kaptar that people in the Ukrainian city of 
Makiyivka, where Russian-backed forces 
have seized control from Ukraine, were nicer 
than people in Russia. 

“Do you feel there is a difference between 
people in Makiyivka in Ukraine and in 
Russia?” Kaptar asks Agureyeva in the 
middle of the segment, which was posted on 
Den TV’s Youtube channel here: 

The standard propaganda line in Russia, 
stated by Russian President Vladimir Putin 
on down, is that Ukraine and Russia are 
“brotherly nations,” essentially one people, 
and that there is practically no difference 
between them. 

But Agureyeva didn’t stick to that line. 

“Of course, in Makiyivka, in Ukraine, 
they’re kinder,” she said, 

“Here for some (innocent) act, if (for 
example) you give a Valentine’s card to a 
boy they will ‘eat you alive,’ they will make 
fun of you.” 

Kaptar seemed a little surprised by the 
answer. 

“Do you mean (they’ll mock) the girl or 
the boy?” 

“Both: the girl and the boy, everybody. 


propaganda 


Even best friends (will mock you),” 

Asked if that was the case in Ukraine, 
Agureyeva said “in Ukraine we all brought 
Valentine’s cards and nobody ever said 
anything.” 

The host asked a number of other leading 
questions about the girl’s previous life 
in Ukraine, followed by the question of 
whether she had become a nastier person 
herself since moving to Moscow — to which 
she said a definite “no.” 

“T decided to remain myself... Those who 
want to befriend me talk to me like (people) 
back in my Ukrainian school did.” 

Agureyeva also said she wanted to 
eventually to return to Ukraine rather than 
stay in Moscow. 

“But you said you wanted to get a good 
job. Moscow gives you all the opportunities 
for that,” Kaptar said, seeming perplexed. 

Agureyeva also used the “v Ukrainye” 
Russian grammatical form for “in Ukraine,” 
rather than the “na Ukrainye” form used by 
the Russian host. Ukrainians find that second 
form demeaning, as it implies Ukraine is not 
a fully-fledged country. 

Russia is known to use television as a 
propaganda tool and has occasionally been 
caught out telling outright lies. For example, 
in April 2015, after Russian major TV 
channels broadcast reports of a 10-year-old 
girl being killed in Donetsk by shelling, a 
BBC News team went to Donetsk to track 
the girl down. It turned out the girl had never 
existed. 


UN warns of possible chemical 
disaster in eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)-The United Nations has raised 
the alarm over the threat of a possible chem- 
ical disaster due to the armed conflict in east- 
ern Ukraine. 

A UN human rights expert said in a state- 
ment issued on March 10 that fighting has 
been under way in areas where large chem- 
ical and industrial facilities are located. 

“Battles are now being fought in cities, 
close to industrial centers, with factories 
increasingly becoming at risk of being hit: 
‘the consequences for anyone living close-by 
would be severe,” said Baskut Tuncak, the 


— UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and 


hazardous substances and wastes. 

Tuneak said that a storage building con- 
taining more than 7,000 kilograms of chlor- 
ine gas was hit by shelling on February 24. 

No storage container was damaged in the 
shelling, Типсак said. But he warned that if 
one single 900-kilogram container had been 
broken, it could have killed everyone within 
a 200-meter radius and could have resulted in 
severe health damage for those living as far as 
2.4 kilometers around the damaged facility. 

“In case of extensive damage, people liv- 
ing within 7.4 kilometers downwind of the 
facility would need to be moved away within 
24 hours,” the statement said. 

— The UN statement did not specify the lo- 
cation or the name of the chlorine storage 
facility. 


М las 


Worker at industrial plant in eastern Ukraine 


But in a statement on February 25, the 
monitoring mission for the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
reported having noticed damage caused by 
shelling at the Donetsk Water Filtration Sta- 
tion, in an area controlled by Russia-backed 
separatists. 

The OSCE statement said a drone in the 
area had established the damage was caused 
by 82 mm mortar rounds, but did not say 
who had fired them. 

Most of Ukraine’s industrial facilities are 
located in the eastern part of the country, 
where fighting between government forces 
and Russia-backed separatists has killed 
more than 9,750 people since April 2014. 


Ukrainian nationalist protesters and military veterans take part in the trade blockade at the 
Kryvyy Torets railway station. 


Ukraine suspends cargo 
traffic with separatist areas 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian authorities have 
announced the suspension of all cargo traffic 
with areas held by Russia-backed separatists 
in the eastern part of the country, prompting 
Russia to urge Kyiv to cancel the measure to 
avoid a “humanitarian catastrophe.” 

Security and Defense Council Secretary 
Oleksandr Turchynov announced the deci- 
sion on March 15, shortly after President 
Petro Poroshenko proposed it at a session of 
the council. 

The move comes after the government 
took steps this week to end a rail and road 
blockade established by Ukrainians op- 
posed to any trade with the separatists, who 
control a portion of eastern Ukraine that in- 
cludes coal mines and other industrial enter- 
prises that have long been a crucial part of 
the country’s economy. The activists main- 
taining the blockade called such commerce 
“trade in blood.” 

Poroshenko said that only humanitarian 
cargoes should be permitted to cross into 
separatist-held areas in the Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk regions, a swath of Ukraine known as 
the Donbas. й 

However, Russia’s Foreign Ministry im- 
mediately urged an end to the blockade, say- 
ing that the situation risked turning into a 
“humanitarian catastrophe.” 

The ministry said in a statement on its 
website that Kyiv was responsible for a re- 
cent flare-up of tensions in eastern Ukraine. 

Turchynov said the suspension will re- 
main in effect until the Russia-backed sep- 
aratists relinquish control over enterprises in 
the Donbas and comply with the much-vio- 
lated 2015 Minsk agreement. The European- 
brokered deal set out steps to end the war be- 
tween government forces and the separatists 
— which the UN said in a March 15 report 
has killed at least 9,940 people since April 
2014 — and restore Kyiv’s control over the 
border with Russia, but it appears unlikely to 
implemented in full anytime soon. 

The European-brokered deal sets out steps 
to end the war between government forces 
and the separatists, which has killed more 
than 9,750 people in eastern Ukraine since 
April 2014, and restore Kyiv’s control over 
the border with Russia — but it appears un- 
likely to implemented in full any time soon. 

The makeshift blockade put Poroshenko’s 
government in a difficult position, adding to 
strains on Ukraine’s war-depleted economy 
and opening the authorities up to accusations 
of colluding with the Russia-backed separa- 
tists. ; 

It hampered deliveries of coal from 
the Donbas to power plants elsewhere in 
Ukzaine, contributing to electricity shortages 
and outages that prompted Poroshenko to 
declare an emergency in late February and 
urge all Ukrainians to try to conserve energy. 

Meanwhile, the separatists responded 
to the activists’ blockade by seeking, as of 
March 1, to seize control of Ukrainian enter- 
prises in the territory they hold, further ag- 
gravating the crisis. 

Coal producer DTEK, part of Ukrainian 
billionaire Rinat Akhmetov’s business em- 
pire, said on March 15 that the separatists 
have taken control of its biggest mines in 
separatist-held territory as well as a power 


plant and power distribution business. DTEK 
had said on March 9 that it still had control 
of its mining operations in the separatist- 
held areas but had been forced to idle them. 

Citing an unidentified Russian steel-indus- 
try source, Russian news agency RBK re- 
ported on March 15 that the Russian govern- 
ment has urged big steelmakers to provide 
iron-ore to plants in separatist-held areas in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, the separatists responded to 
the activists’ blockade by announcing they 
would take control of enterprises in the terri- 
tory they hold as of March 1, further aggra- 
vating the crisis. 

Turchynov was quoted as saying that the 


‘Security and Defense Council requested 


from the Interior Ministry, National Police, 
and the Security Service to implement addi- 
tional measures to beef up public safety and 
prevent sabotage and terrorist acts, as well as 
attempts to disrupt social order. 

Тигспупоу also said that the command- 
ing staff of the Ukrainian armed forces in 
Donbas was ordered to carry out “necessary 
measures to stand against possible provoca- 
tions” by the separatists. 

The government took steps to end the 
makeshift blockade on March 13-14. Secur- 
ity forces detained several dozen activists 
who were blocking a railway line, disman- 
tled their camp, and cordoned off the area 
next to a key railway hub in the Donetsk re- 
gion. 6 

Those moves angered opposition law- 
makers, government critics, and nationalist 
activists who held protests in several cities. 

Opposition lawmakers demanded answers 
from Poroshenko, the Interior Ministry, and 
Ukraine’s security service (SBU) on March 
14 over the detentions. 

Poroshenko lashed out at the “blockad- 
ers” during the Security and Defense Coun- 
cil meeting on March 15, saying that their 
actions did not support Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity but “on the contrary, made it more 
difficult to secure it.” 

“They weakened Ukraine’s influence on 
the other side of the contact line,” he said, re- 
ferring to the front line between government 
forces and separatist fighters in the Donbas. 

“They did not remove fears imposed on 
our compatriots by Russian propaganda but 
increased them...They worsened the situa- 
tion faced by our people held in [separatist] 
captivity,” Poroshenko said. “They did not 
curb Russia’s aggressiveness, but kindled it 
even more.” 

After a Moscow-friendly Ukrainian 
president was pushed from power by protests 
in Kyiv in February 2014, Russia seized the 
Crimea Peninsula from Kyiy’s control and fo- 
mented separatism in the country’s east and 
south, where many people speak Russian. 

Russia denies involvement in the war in 
eastern Ukraine, despite what Kyiv and 
Western nations say is overwhelming evi- 
dence that it has sent substantial numbers of 
troops and weapons across the border to sup- 
port separatist forces. 

Russia’s interference in Ukraine has badly 
strained its ties with the West, prompting 
the European Union, the United States, and 
other nations to impose sanctions. 
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Russian special forces without identifying insignia seized key government buildings іп Crimea in February 2014. 


U.S. denounces Russia’s Crimea 
annexation on referendum anniversary (RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has imposed sanc- З 


Ву Carl Schreck 

(RFE/RL)—The United States on March 16 issued 
a sharp condemnation of Russia’s seizure of Crimea 
and the referendum that Moscow staged there and later 
held up as justification for its annexation of the Black 
Sea peninsula. 

The denunciation by the U.S. State Department came 
on the third anniversary of the referendum organized 
following the seizure of key government buildings in 
Crimea by Russian special forces without insignia after 
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych fled to 
Russia amid mass street protests across the country. 

It was also the latest example of the continuation 
of Washington’s tough public stance on Crimea that 
President Donald Trump, who has pledged to seek bet- 
ter ties with Moscow, inherited from his predecessor, 
Barack Obama. 

“The United States does not recognize Russia’s ‘ref- 
erendum’ of March 16, 2014, nor its attempted annexa- 
tion of Crimea and continued violation of international 
law,” State Department spokesman Mark Toner said in 
a statement. “We once again reaffirm our commitment 
to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

Trump said during his campaign that he would like 
to boost cooperation with Russia on a range of issues, 
including counterterrorism, and that he would seek to 
make a deal a “that’s great — not good, great — for 
America, but also good for Russia.” 

Trump’s stated desire for rapprochement with Mos- 
cow — and his suggestion that he could consider lift- 


ing sanctions imposed by the Obama administration 
on Russia in response to the Crimea annexation — has 
rattled European allies who fear he could turn a blind 
eye to Russian expansionism. 

Less than two months into Trump’s presidency, 
however, there is no public indication that his admin- 
istration is giving ground on Crimea. Senior members 
of his cabinet — most notably his ambassador to the 
UN, Nikki Haley — have publicly denounced Russian 
“occupation of the peninsula.” 

In his March 16 statement, Toner said Washington 
“again condemns the Russian occupation of Crimea 
and calls for its immediate end.” 

“Our Crimea-related sanctions will remain in 
place until Russia returns control of the peninsula to 
Ukraine,” he said. 

Speaking to reporters in Moscow the same day, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskoy dismissed the 
possibility that Crimea could be returned to Ukraine 
under some sort of deal with the United States. 

The Trump administration has also continued the 
Obama administration’s stiff opposition to Russia’s 
backing of armed separatists in eastern Ukraine in a 
conflict that has killed more than 9,750 since April 
2014. 

Earlier on March 16, the European Parliament called 
on Moscow to free more than two dozen “illegally 
and arbitrarily detained” Ukrainian citizens, “both in 
Russia and in the temporarily occupied territories of 
Ukraine, and to provide for their safe return.” 
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PHOTO — 5ЕВНІЇ NUZHNENKO, RFE/RL 


Feminists march in Kyiv on March 8, 2017 


Women п Kyiv say they march for equality 


(RFE/RL)—Nearly a thousand people marched through 
Kyiv on International Women’s Day calling for women to 
rise up, fight domestic violence, and demand equality. 

The March 8 holiday was celebrated in the Soviet 
Union and is still widely marked in Ukraine, but activ- 
ists say a recent emphasis on giving women flowers 
and compliments is not what women really want. 

“From the beginning it was a day for women’s rights, 
not a day for flowers,” Alina Zabruyko, 22, a student, 
told the AFP. news agency, “I came to the march just to 
revive the original meaning [of the day].” 

Marchers shouted slogans including “Woman’s 
rights are human rights!” and held banners saying ""То 
hell with patriotism! We need feminism,” and “Don’t 


give flowers, give safety.” 

Protesters said they were marching to highlight 
domestic violence, the mistreatment of women, and 
bullying in the armed forces. 

“Today in Ukraine, violence is being used against 
women. It is often invisible — it takes place in fam- 
ilies, in hospitals, at work. It is not given enough atten- 
tion,” said Diana Poladova of the Expert Center for 
Human Rights. 

Police detained three counterprotesters after they at- 
tempted to throw bright green disinfectant at the activists. 

“They are alienating Ukrainian women from Ukrain- 
ian men,” one of the counterprotesters told the crowd 
as police grabbed him. 
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Protesters walling up a Sberbank in Kyiv ; 


Ukraine imposes sanctions 
on five Russian banks 


tions on five banks with Russian capital functioning in Ukraine. 

A statement on the presidential website on March 16 said that Poro- 
shenko signed a decree introducing sanctions on Sberbank, VS Bank, 
Prominvestbank, VTB Bank, and BM Bank for a one-year period. 

The proposal to introduce sanctions was made by the National Secur- 
ity and Defense Council on March 15. 

Poroshenko’s decree ordered the Foreign Ministry to inform European 
Union and the United States about the sanctions and ask them to intro- 
duce similar measures against the banks. 

The sanctions come after several days of protests across Ukraine 
against Sberbank and other Russia banks, which began after Sberbank 
said it would comply with Russian President Vladimir Putin’s February 
18 decree ordering Russian authorities to recognize identity documents 
issued by separatists who hold parts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk ~ 
regions. 

March 13 anti-Kremlin demonstrators blocked the entrance and win- 
dows of the Kyiv headquarters of Russia’s state-owned Sberbank with 
concrete blocks, forcing it to suspend operations. 

The protesters from Ukraine’s nationalist Azov activist group de- 
manded a ban on Sberbank’s operations in Ukraine. 

Sberbank said it had officially asked police in Kyiv to protect the 
building as the protest continued on March 13. 

Sberbank’s other branches in Kyiv were continuing operations. 

Meanwhile, Azov activists claimed responsibility for using insulation 
foam on March 13 to damage dozens of ATM machines belonging to 
Russian banks in cities across Ukraine — including Kyiv, Odesa, Khar- 7 
kiv, Cherkasy, and Chernihiv. 

Sberbank on March 9 retracted its earlier statement and said it would 
not recognize separatist-issued documents. 
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Celebrating the Strength of Canada’s Diversity: 
Youth Engaging Youth 


THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
CELEBRATES CANADA’S 150 ANNIVERSARY 


with an innovative project that will have Ukrainian Canadian youth cooperating with their peers from other eth- 
no-cultural communities, Canada’s Indigenous peoples, refugee and other groups to celebrate Canada’s 150th 
anniversary. 
Does your community group, organization, festival or other summer activity want to include a wider range of 
Canadian youth as participants? 


We can: 

e Provide organizational help 

- Assistance with facilities rental 

¢ Help with transportation budgets 

- Aid in funding hospitality costs 

¢ Marketing and advertising support 


Support will be provided through a community animator working in your province to support your events and 
create our own. 
For more information, contact us at: 
Canada‘ UCC.ca 


Or go to: 
http:/Iwww.ucc.ca/canada150/ 


SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: 
COMMUNITY ANIMATORS 


In British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario 


UCC is looking for motivated, social media savvy, self-starting individuals to help make this project a success. 
You'll work with established community activities as well as developing your own. 
We will provide training and support you with contacts, concepts, resources and ideas. 
This is an excellent opportunity to expand your networks, learn more about Canada and your community while 
earning a good salary ($2,500. to $3,000./month) from end-April to end-August. 


Take the plunge! 
Send us your resume and a short (under 2 minute) cellphone video explaining why you’re exactly the person we 
need. 


Our address: Canada150@ucc.ca 
For more information on the positions see: 


Supported by Heritage Canada’s Canada 150 fund 


Canada 


Canada150.ca 


CANADA 150 


